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Club Officials 

Official Name Home Phone Mobile Phone Email 

President Colin Reed 07 8886555 027 4754886 colreed@xtra.co.nz 

Vice President Bob Anderson 07 8896753 021 1188550 andersonbob1967@gmail.com 

Treasurer Bob Hastie 07 8287867 027 4785912 bobhastie@xtra.co.nz 

Magazine Editor Dave Luke 07 8891904 021 726131 daveluke@outlook.com 

Sheriff Colin Bates 07 8242030 021 331100 merilyn@leisureline.co.nz 

Raffles Lee Mahoney  027 8486783 mahoneylee74@yahoo.com 

Run Coordinators Bruce Finan 07 8506234 027 2490878 bruce@crosscountry.co.nz 

Secretary Stephanie Vercoe 07 8545774 0274 360666 svr@xtra.co.nz 

 Steve Vercoe 07 8545774 027 4360666 svr@xtra.co.nz 

 Terry Slattery 07 8845873 027 5306705 slattz@xtra.co.nz 

Other Committee 
Members 

Irena Leadbeater 07 8887527 021 958488 irenanjim@hotmail.com 

 Jim Leadbeater 07 8887527 021 958488 irenanjim@hotmail.com 

 Bryce Edmonds 07 8849199 027 5281067 bryce.kathryn@xtra.co.nz 

 Jodene O’Reilly  021 659478 admin@panelworks.co.nz 

 Stu Smith 07 8274261 027 4978835 sarahstu@xtra.co.nz 

 James Gunn 07 8532601 027 8532602 jgunn@xtra.co.nz 

     

Facebook Group https://www.facebook.com/groups/931582766896853/ 

Facebook Car Registry https://www.facebook.com/groups/1121173284592246/ 

Website http://nzmustang.com/Clubs/Waikato.htm 
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WAIKATO MUSTANG OWNERS CLUB 

C/- Bob Hastie 

841A Hakarimata Road 

RD1 

Huntly 3771 

 

Bank Account Number:   

06 - 0329 - 0727600 - 00 

(Please enter your name as a reference when paying by direct banking) 

 

Meetings:  

Held every second Wednesday night of each month (excluding January) at 7.30pm at the 
Town & Country Club, 382 Thames Street, Morrinsville. Come along for dinner and a drink 
beforehand with our members. 

 

Badges:  

Order these from the treasurer.  Badges are $10.00 each. 

 

Apparel:  

Order this from Craig Leith. ChrisAndCraig@xtra.co.nz or 07 889 5600 
After you have given your order to Craig, please deposit the money into the club bank ac-
count (details above), using your name as a reference. 

 

Window Sashes:  

New members receive them free with new member packs. If you require extras, sashes cost 
$20.00. Order these from the treasurer. 

 

Window Stickers:  

New members receive them free with new member packs. If you require extras,       stickers 
cost $5.00. Order these from the treasurer. 

Club Details 
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President’s Report 

PRESIDENTS REPORT – APRIL 2018 

Firstly a warm welcome to our many new members, please make 
yourselves known to me and please wear your name badges at every 
outing including club meetings, firstly to help both yourselves and 
long serving members identify who’s who and secondly to avoid pay-
ing our Sheriff a fine for not wearing said badge. 

My word, what a busy wee club we have become lately with events 
and outings almost weekly.  By the time this report goes live we will 
have had our weekend away in Rotorua/Taupo and will be gearing up for the annual Tri-Club day 
in Waiuku on Sunday 29th of this month.  We’re looking for 3 dart players, 2 pool sharks and a 
team of 3 quiz brains – is that you?  It is always a fun day, this years bonus being the Steel & 
Wheels Show in Waiuku on the same day, so if you intend participating, please contact Stephanie 
Vercoe  now, as we need numbers for the lunch meal no later than the 19th April. 

Moving right along to August, it’s AGM time, being held at the Matamata RSA on 28th August.  
Over the past 5 years or so I have harped on about this club requiring our younger members 
(under 60) to step up and take the reins and this year I’m confident of a step or two in this direc-
tion.  Come on you young-uns, join the committee and share your ideas with us dyed in the wool, 
tired old petrol heads! 

Our beloved Bob Hastie is well under way with preparations for our All Ford Day, as he is with pre
-bookings for our convention in 2019, the only hold-up thus far being a suitable venue for the car 
show – any ideas please share with a committee member. 

I believe Dave Luke is the first of us to receive his new 2018 Mustang GT – lucky man – they are 
quite a step-up in both looks and performance and should be on every members Christmas pre-
sent list – yeah right! 

That’s it from me.  Hope to see a big turn out at Waiuku and all the following events. 

Drive safe – see you round like a clutch plate. 

Colin Reed 

My precious ! My lovely precious 

(Caption by Bob A) 
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Other Officials 

From the Editor … 

Just a reminder to keep a lookout for articles and photos for this magazine. 

Try to resist the urge to put stuff on face book if it can wait for the next magazine. 

This edition has grown significantly in the last week. I considered holding back some stuff for the 
next edition but have not. The next magazine may be a bit thinner. 

 

Regards Dave Luke 
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What’s On 

April  
14th - 15th Weekend away—Turangi 
29th  Tri Club Run—Waiuku Cosmopolitan Club—Auckland, Waikato, BOP 
May  
13th Mothers Day—Villigrads Winery 
June  
10th Run to Waihi 
July  
15th T.B.A. 
August  
28th Club AGM—Matamata RSA 
September  
?? Henry Ford Day—Claudelands 
October  
?? Henry Ford Day—Alternate Date 
19th-22nd Annual Convention—Napier—All Clubs 
Nov  
24th Club Christmas BBQ—Venue T.B.A. 
Dec  
  

The List below excludes the monthly meetings held on the second 
Wednesday of each month except January—See page 3. 
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The $7m Mustang ! 

Not really—Read the Story ! 

I found this on MSN Site a few months ago—Dave Luke 

 

Since the state of California was credited with owning 20 percent of all Mustang sales in the early years, its 
dealer network thought they were pretty hot stuff and deserved their very own version of this trend-setting 
car. They chose a coupe for the job, and offered them with almost any engine from Ford's power plant menu 
in order to fill a variety of consumer tastes. Throw in a few Shelby Mustang parts here and there and suddenly 
an official factory custom car was available to the California driving public. 

The version before you is an unrestored 1968 Mustang California Special marketed as a GT/CS. This Lime Gold 
model was purchased new that year in Pasadena by a mother and son. From that very moment, this Mustang 
would virtually drop out of sight and remain a mystery for the next 45 years—same for the car's new owners. 

Shortly after its sale to the young Walter Samaszko Junior and his mother Mary, they moved to Carson City, 
NV following the suspicious death of Walter's father in Chicago. Senior was said to have been killed in an in-
dustrial bakery accident—an event difficult to imagine. Rumours persisted that his death was far more sinister 
than that, with suggestions that "the mob" had been involved. 

Apparently, the wife and son believed the rumours enough to flee California for Nevada in an attempt to slip 
off the radar screen, and they lived there the rest of their natural lives. And that life was so full of paranoia 
that they actually boarded up the windows of their modest ranch home and were rarely seen in public except 
for occasional trips to the store in the Mustang, their only car. 
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The $7m Mustang ! 

This California Special Mustang was delivered with all the usual factory modifications including a fiberglass 
trunk lid, rear quarter panel extensions with integrated rear spoiler, and mid-sixties Thunderbird taillights. The 
car's non-functional rear brake ducts were made functional with the correct Shelby components, apparently by 
Walter Jr. or the dealership. The fog lights are made by Lucas indicating the Mustang was a later production 
model. A pop-open gas cap and competition style hood locks round out the standard California Special fea-
tures. 

Either Walter or his mother had the dealer install a functional Cobra Jet hood scoop. A neighbour who once 
met Walter's mother in the grocery store was supposedly told that it was she who ordered the hood scoop. 
Although it seems likely this addition was the idea of Walter Jr. One of the two also had curb feelers mounted 
to this car as well as a Plexiglas bug screen on the front of the hood. Those particular items were removed by 
the new owner for obvious reasons, but she still has them tucked away. 

Neither son nor mother held any kind of job in their lives even though Walter Jr. was a formally trained engi-
neer which probably accounts for a number of tweaks he gave this car as a young man. Still, their invisible 
source of income was a mystery to the few people who knew anything at all about them. 

The mother passed away in 1992 and the son stayed alone in the house until his passing in the summer of 
2013. Sadly, Walter Jr.'s death went undiscovered for over 30 days. By then, the neighbours became con-
cerned and called county officials to come and investigate. They found Walter deceased alright, but also dis-
covered considerably more than anyone would have bargained for. 
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The $7m Mustang ! 

Besides a little bit of cash, a number of firearms and the 46,000-mile California Special, they also uncovered 
boxes filled with seven million dollars (NZD$9,992,000) in gold coins minted in a variety of countries around 
the world, all stacked up next to the Mustang. The value of these coins was calculated by their total weight 
times the current price of an ounce of gold. This calculation does not take into consideration the rarity of many 
of these coins which could sell for several times more than their worth in weight to coin collectors everywhere. 
Some of the coins were even minted in the 1800s. 

At this point the estate was turned over to the county clerk of Carson City. Since there were no apparent im-
mediate relatives to be contacted, the county went into a search mode to find the nearest kin. A guest book 
from the mother's funeral services uncovered a distant cousin in California who would officially become the 
heir to this fortune. 

Meanwhile in Atlanta, GA, Sara Petersen was in the market for an interesting classic Mustang and read about 
the ordeal of this family in a number of newspaper reports re-circulated online after the discovery was made. 
Interestingly, only one or two reports made any reference at all to the Mustang as they described the bounty 
left inside the family's house. So, a call was made to the administrator of the estate to investigate the status of 
this unusual Mustang California Special—only about 4,000 were ever produced. Sara was told the car was to 
be auctioned off to the highest bidder. So, even though she was unable to travel to Carson City to inspect the 
car Sara placed the winning bid over the phone, right then and there. 
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The $7m Mustang ! 

The car's new owner has no plans to restore it, a process that would virtually dilute its almost unimaginable 
history and character. The rusted-out exhaust system and its mufflers had to replaced in order to make it driv-
able and because Sara has an ear for hot rods and muscle cars, Flow master mufflers got the nod. Her hus-
band Steve wishes they were a little quieter, but Sara had hoped they would be just a tad louder. Either way, 
it gives this Mustang an authoritative voice in the crowd everywhere it goes. 

The car is driven on special occasions over the mean streets of Atlanta and can regularly be seen at any num-
ber of cars shows where it always generates double-takes from fellow enthusiasts. This rare Mustang's new 
owner isn't really interested in entering the car into any sort of actual show competition. What would be the 
point? After all, this is one California Special that has already been surrounded with real gold for almost half a 
century. 
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The $7m Mustang ! 
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Go Karts—17 March 

We all met at the Car Museum and headed on our way to Hampton Downs at 9.30.  Arrived up at Hampton 
Downs kart track, and met up with Kevin & Robyn Wade and James Gunn and his son. 
All allocated karts, and then a full driver briefing.  Proceeded to the track after collecting helmets. 
Were given approx. 10 minutes (30 laps) which sorted the fast from the slow. 
 
In the first session young son of Gunn did some grass cutting and went up the bank which brought out the 
safety car.  Quickly cleared and on we went.  Quickest in the first heat was Wayne Sinclair at 31.102. second 
Kevin Wade with 31.259 and Steve Vercoe 32.033. 
 
Second session saw Te Kaka Keegan (Mr T) going really well with a best time of 30.938.  Unfortunately he was 
punted off the end of the main straight by Wayne Sinclair trying to get rid of his opposition, went through a 
wall of tyres, and retired.  His kart was hurt, which brought out the safety car for the remainder of the session. 
Fastest times over all for the meeting were ... 
Gold medal to Wayne Sinclair     30.736 
Silver medal to Mr T                  30.938 
Bronze medal to Kevin Wade      31.259 
 
Kids and ladies also drove extremely well and could be quite a threat at our next encounter. 
We then all went on a drive further down the motor way to Muddy Waters Irish Pub for a well earned lunch 
and drink.  What can we say about this place,  you need to have an empty stomach.  Meals were huge and so 
tasty. 
 
Everybody commented on what an enjoyable day and would love to do this again, so we thought an annual 
challenge event would be good to be put in our calendar. 
Thanks to all those that came and supported this outing. 
Steph and Steve 
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Go Karts—17 March 
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Go Karts—17 March 

Bruce Finan smashes lap record by over half a 
second and said “he should have tried a little bit 
harder and would have gone faster but age would 
have got the better of him”  (Extract from Donald 
Trumps FAKE NEWS) 
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Oz 

By your Editor (Dave Luke) 

Raewyn and I were on Holiday in Perth on Good Friday, and whilst on the Ferry to Rottnest Island, I noticed 2 cou-
ples with Mustang attire. I introduced myself and we got talking. They had both just driven over from Eastern Oz to 
come to the AMOC annual convention. (Theirs is at Easter, ours being October) They took 5 days and 4 nights for 
the trip. They told me the Motel Complex they were all staying at and told me to drop in. The next day on the way to 
the Airport for our flight home, I stopped in for about an hour. They gave me some, and I purchased some more, of 
their memorabilia. Most of the cars were still out on a run, but here are some photos of the ones that were there. 
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Oz 
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Who’s In The Corral? 

Introducing … James Gunn 

Question Your Answer. 

Name: James Gunn (AKA Jimmy Pistol) 

Your Occupation Australasia Sales Manager for Veterinary Pharmaceutical Company 

Your Favourite Movie Gone in 60 Seconds (1970’s Original) Although the remake with Nicolas Cage 
is also cool. 

Your Favourite Music 
Love listening to the Sound radio station. Prefer Rock music but will tolerate 
some country. 

Your Favourite Car Aston Martin DB9..Pure Class 

Your Favourite Food Fish N Chips 

Your car you drive daily Hyundai Santa Fe 

What Are Your Pet Likes Warm Weather, Travel, Any form of motor racing, 

What Are Your Pet Dislikes Liars, cheats and thieves … PLUS the odd Dickhead I come across. 

Do You Like Cats or Dogs? Both but prefer Dogs. We have a miniture Schnauzer called Monty and a cat 
called Possum. 

Who do you most admire and why? 
People who give their time to charity or the greater community. 
People that are always willing to lend a hand but expect nothing in return. 

What do you do for recreation? 
I travel a lot for work including international, so spending time with the fami-
ly is always great. 

What might people be surprised to 
know about you? 
  
  
  
  
  
What might people be surprised to 
know about you? 

Born and breed in Auckland. 
Lived in Palmy for 10 years. 
Lived in Taranaki for 10 years. 
Been in Hamilton for 7 plus years. 
Also member of Taranaki Mustang Club. 
Restored my present car over about 10 years excluding paint 100% myself. 
Partner is Stephanie, son is Benjamin (14) and daughter is Ella (5) 
Favourite places are Hawaii and Taupo. We have a holiday home in Taupo 
and a share condo in Hawaii. We try to go to Taupo as often as we can and to 
Hawaii at least once a year. 

Why did you join the Waikato Mustang 
Owners Club? For Social activities with people who share a common interest 

What do you want to get out of your 
club? 

Freindship with geninue people. 
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Nostalgia 
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Nostalgia 
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Classics at Ohope 
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Classics at Ohope 
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Classics at Ohope 

Winner of 
Raffle ! 
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Matamata 

Miss Matamata Retro—recognise anyone ? Number 6 perhaps 
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Land Speed—Reporoa 

Kia ora. My name is Te Taka and the fol-
lowing is my experience of attending the 
Land Speed NZ event at Reporoa on the 
8th of April 2018. 

 

Background & Motivation 

Although I was brought up on a farm I 
would not consider myself a petrol head. 
My wife Ari is similar, she has a back-
ground driving, but isn’t an avid motor 
sports enthusiast. That changed some-
what in 2016 when Ari and I had the op-
portunity to buy a Ford Mustang. 

We purchased a 2017 model, it has a 5.0 
litre V8 Coyote motor, with 435 horse-
power and it has an automatic transmis-
sion. It is painted Ruby Red and while it 
has some exterior upgrades (mufflers, 
spoiler, tinted windows, number plate) the motor is unmodified. We joined the local Mustang Owners Club and met a whole lot 
of good people who are Mustang enthusiasts.  

When we brought the car we decided we were going to drive it as much as we could. It is our only car, so we pretty much have 
to anyway. We have taken it around the South Island and most weekends we are driving it somewhere in the North Island. With 
all the travelling that we have done we have always wondered, how fast can our Muzzie really go? It is difficult, and illegal, to 
test this out on the motorways in the Waikato. Both Ari and I have reached around 200kms on the track in Taupō, but have then 
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Land Speed—Reporoa 

Arrival on the day 

We had to get up early, to leave at 5am to get to Goudies Road by 7:00am. I had been pretty much nervous about this event 
for the week leading up to it. And the nerve level only heightened when we got there.  It was great to meet the race organis-
ers, register and hear all the safety arrangements at the briefing. A really nice bunch of guys running a professional event, with 
safety the prime concern, and then having a hell of a lot of fun the 2nd criteria.  

There were around 30 vehicles there, broken into two groups, each group consisting of 2/3s bikes and 1/3 cars. Most of the 
other riders/drivers appeared well versed at this, and knew what they were doing. To say that I was a novice at this would be 
an understatement. My racing equipment consisted of a new pair of welding overalls ($80), an old pair of cycling gloves and a 
new $100 helmet that was scrutinised and met the required safety standards.  

As I was in Group 2, Ari and I got a chance to watch from the side lines while Group 1 had the first run. We went over to the 
fence by the road, and were totally amazed at the speeds those vehicles went racing by at. A couple of nervous toilet stops 

Run One 

There were butterflies in my stomach and my heart was racing on arrival to the venue and this only intensified as our group 
were called for our first run. I was vehicle 6 of about 15 and I saw my hand shaking a little as we starting lining up to exit the 
pit area. The pit area was just a place in a paddock where everyone had parked, unloaded, and set up their gears. Following 
the others in my group to the start point I had absolutely no idea on what I was in for. But I thought, oh well, I am here now, I 
might as well give it a good shake. 

Each run consisted of two drives, one from South to North and the other from North to South. Pre-race advice was to not go 
over 200km/h on the first pass and not go over 250km/h on the 2nd pass. This was to give you an opportunity to test out the 
road. Never having raced or driven in any speed event before I thought this was sound advice so attempted to follow it.  

I watched the first car, and 4 bikes go in front of me then I was motioned up to the start line. I remember thinking, ‘Jesus, it’s 
all on now!’  I put the Muzzie in Sports Mode, I got the all clear, and put my foot down, but a little too heavily as there was 
some wheel spin. So I eased off a bit then sped up to 100km/h, 150km/h and then 200km/h. With all the excitement every-
thing was feeling good, so as I got to the timing section I put my foot down a little more and raced through the timing section 
at around 215kms. I was surprised in the run as I did have to hold the car on the road more than I had expected to. It wasn’t 
simply a matter of pointing the steering wheel and putting the foot down, you do have to hold the car on the road too. Part of 
this was due to the road, although very straight with little contour it was a country road with some very minor undulations. It 
wasn’t as smooth as some of the motorways or race tracks that I have previously travelled (somewhat) fast on. 
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Land Speed—Reporoa 

When I got to the end of the timing area I took my foot off the accelerator and let the car reduce speed without braking.  I 
noted that the car slowed down, on its own with still about 1.5 km of braking road left. So certainly no need to use brakes 
when coming down from 200+kms. At the end of the run the marshals showed me where to pull up, beside the other vehicles, 
while we waited for the rest of the drivers in our group to complete their run. Walter, who had ridden just before me, came 
up to me and asked me how it went. I am not sure if I gave a sensible answer, I was still freaking a little bit. I did notice at the 
time that there was a great camaraderie amongst the other ‘need for speed freaks’.   
[1st official time:  217.44km/h]  

On the 2nd pass I decided to hit 250km/h. I got a clean start, no wheel spin, ramping it up to 200km/h, then I put my foot to the 
floor. I held on tight to the steering wheel and concentrated on keeping the car in the middle of the road. I took a momentarily 
glance, with my eyes only, at the speed on the radar detector and it said 242. But when I glanced back to the middle of the 
road that momentary shift of focus, at that speed, scared the heebie-jeebies out of me! Again, another pre-race advice was to 
focus on the road in the far distance; by checking out your speedos you are not doing this, and for a novice like me that makes 
it more dangerous. I instantly resolved not to look at my dials while going full tit again. As I sped along I used peripheral vision 
to note when I had gone past the start time marker and stop time marker. In my peripheral vision I saw a bunch of people and 
cars to my right, I figured it was the pit area, so removed my foot from the accelerator and started to reduce speed. Then I 
came up to another bunch of people and cars to my right, this was the real pit area, the other area was the timing area, I had 
reduced speed too soon. Dammit! 

At the end of the run I talked to some of the other guys and some had made a similar error, beginning too slow down too ear-
ly. When travelling at those speeds it is difficult to tell where the timing area starts and stops. I resolved on my next run to go 
faster for longer. Still what a rush. My heart rate was ridiculously high and remained that way all the way back to the pit area. 
[2nd official time:  234.44km/h] 
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Land Speed—Reporoa 

Run Two 

After a break we were back on again. We got the call and then our group were back off to line up again. I was determined this 
time not to slow down too early. The marshal motioned me to my take my turn at the starting position, I moved forward and 
put the car into Sports Mode, he got the all clear, he signalled me to go and I was off. The car sped up until around 200km/h, I 
waited until I got to the 2km sign, then put my foot to the floor as hard as I could and held on tight. I was holding on to the 
steering wheel so tight, then I remembered some advice I had once been given to not hold a steering too tight and tried my 
best to relax my grip. Thanks goodness for the cycle gloves! I barely noticed the start and stop timing signs and just held the 
speed as best I could until I noticed the 2km (braking) sign. The 1km and 2km speed up and slow down signs were larger and 
much easier to spot in peripheral vision, so I decided to use them instead. I eased off the accelerator and the car began to 
slow down, and the tenseness in my body started to calm a bit. When I got to the end of the run, I parked up and stepped out 
of the car to shake down my limbs a bit. The adrenalin was coursing through my body! 
[3rd official time:  251.87km/h] 

On the second pass of this run I was determined to do a similar thing. Hold the pedal down right through from the 2km mark, 
pass the timing marks and continue pass the crowd in the pit area. I was aware that by slowing up so early on the previous 
North-South pass the Muzzie had gone past the people relatively slowly and I wanted to put on a better show for those 
watching and for Ari. So, get the call to line up, put the Muzzie in Sports Mode and wait for the signal. When given the thumbs 
up, ramp up to speed quite quickly, see the 2km sign and floor it. Then try the best to hold the car on the road, adjust if it 
starts to slightly head off with the some of the minor bumps, keep the accelerator foot down hard, keep looking in the dis-
tance, past the timing signals, past the first crowd, past the second crowd, see the 2km sign and foot off the pedal. Because I 
went so far on this run I had to brake lightly but just around the 150km/h and then again at the 50km/h. I wanted to make 
sure I was going really slowly past the finish into the waiting area. I parked up and got out. I noticed a hint of a burning smell 
coming from my tyres, so I felt them but they weren’t excessively hot. I hopped back in the car and checked all the tempera-
tures, and gauges including the tyre pressures. Everything was normal, the Muzzie hadn’t even raised a sweat. 
[4th official time:  251.23km/h] 
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Land Speed—Reporoa 

When all our group had finished our run we drove back to the pit area. I was still so amped that I had to drink a can of Red Bull 
to calm me down! There was a bit of a break while group 1 were having their 3rd run which gave me a chance to watch some 
of them zinging by and check some of the times out. The speeds that the bikes were doing and some of the other cars was just 
ridiculous, +300km/h, +350 km/h! 

Run Three 

While I was lining up for the first pass of Run Three I happened to be speaking to Walter again. He suggested a few adjust-
ments to the Muzzie to see if we could get more speed out of her. So I switched off the radio (it was turned low anyway) and 
turned off the air conditioner. We also put the mirrors in, to help reduce drag. Then at the line up again, get the signal, ramp 
up to 200km/h wait for the 2km sign, put the foot down hard, and hold it and the car in line until we get to the other 2km sign. 
Then ease off, and tense off a little bit as you can feel the adrenalin flowing through the body. Park up at the other end, try 
and calm down, have a chat to the other guys while waiting for everyone to finish and then get ready to do it again. 
[5th official time:  251.92km/h]  
The Muzzie has a Sports Mode that you can activate through the gear lever and another that you can activate from the panel 
switches. I have never found out the difference between the two. But in this run I decided that I was going to activate them 
both. So as I lined up for the next run, I switched them both on.  
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Land Speed—Reporoa 

I got the signal, accelerated up to speed, saw the 2km sign flash past, put the accelerator hard to the floor, looked in the dis-
tance, held the car on line, kept the accelerator hard down until I went past both sets of people, saw the 2km sign then re-
moved my foot from the accelerator again.  
[6th official time:  251.33km/h] 

I noticed in this run I started to get a bit jaded. I had a couple of late nights leading up to this and then a really early morning 
wake up to get to Reporoa on time meant there was a chance for me to be getting tired. As I was hammering it at the end of 
the run I noticed my eyes starting to strain a little for the first time and I had to specifically concentrate on staying focussed. As 
our group arrived back at the pits, we were offered one more run for a single pass of the course. Because I was starting to get 
fatigued I decided not to, better to play it safe. And besides I had set out what I wanted to do. I had found out how fast I could 
go in our Muzzie. 

When I got to the pit area Ari asked me if I had used the paddles? I felt a little bit stupid when she asked me this. Using the 
paddles in Sports Mode pretty much turns the automatic into a manual. Clearly being able to red line the gears a bit more 
would have meant a faster speed. When I am driving the Muzzie normally and I suddenly want to drive aggressively a flick into 
Sports Mode has always supplied ample enough power. So much so that I call it Angry Mode. Consequently I have never need-
ed to use the paddles and have only tried them out a couple of times. I guess, in retrospect, you don’t want to try a new driv-
ing method at 251km/h. 

Epilogue  

So what have I learnt? I have answered the question, how fast can our Muzzie go? Or perhaps better how fast can I drive our 
Mussie? It is was surprisingly consistent at 251km/h, this is over 156mph, which to be fair is moving! The changes I made in the 
last couple of runs had no effect on the top end speed. But is that really the fastest? If I practised using the paddles and then 
had another go, could I make her go even faster? This is a new question that has arisen. I would like to try and answer this 
question at the next Land Speed NZ event, however I will not be able to. Ari wants to be the driver at the next event! So it is 
going to have be the event after that where I will see if by using the paddles I can make our Muzzie go more than 251km/h. 

Another thing I have noticed is that I feel like I am a different person, from having driven that fast. This is hard to explain but 
something I guess the other speed freaks are well aware of. I look at speed, and high speed a whole lot different now. I am 
certain it has made me a better driver, I know that I certainly don’t have anything to prove on the roads now. 

He Mihi 

A big thanks to John Seccombe and Mike Wilkens who accepted our submission to this event at late notice, and who have or-
ganised and run a life changing event! A big thank you too to all the officials, time keepers, track support crew and local com-
munity who made this event possible. A special thanks also to Steve Knowles and his family for capturing and supplying these 
photographs, and to Craig Dawson for his photograph.  
Ari and I look forward to seeing you all again in the very near future! 
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Rotorua / Taupo 

44 Members ventured on the weekend trip over the 14ht and 15th of April.  

An early morning start on Saturday, to meet with some of the drivers at the Car Museum, then pick up some at 
Tirau, and off to Rotorua, where we met others at the bottom of the Gondola.    

Up we all went for luging for some, eating and drinking for others.  Only one “off” – Owen Glynn from Taupo.  

After lunch we made our way to the Wairakei Resort in Taupo and there was plenty of party time before the Mus-
tang Games started at 4pm. The winners were determined by count backs, points for difficulty, deductions for 
cheating (and that was very common) etc.  This was a fun time with a lot of very strange things happening. There 
were 6 teams of 6 with no husbands or wives in the same team. After the games, it was time to either swim in the 
hot pool or head for the bar. Dinner was at 7pm. The hotel gave us our own room with a bar service and a fantas-
tic buffet meal.  

Prize giving was after dinner. 
Winners of the Mustang Games - Team Wingers – (Bryce Edmonds, Craig Cummings, Peter Murray, Deirdre Hastie, 
Diane Murray, Barbara Reed  
Tail end Charlie winners – last in the games - Team 4 Play (Paul Le Normand, Gus Old, Owen Glynn, Kaylene Ma-
honey, Raewyn Luke, Wyness Ramsay  

Dirty Bastard award- Paul Le Normand  

Luge award harden up prize- Owen Glynn  

Harden up prize- Sheryl Finan  

Idiot of the day – Steph Vercoe  

Also on the trip were two of our newest members – Katrina & Craig Cummings and Penny &  Peter Murray. They 
were given a quick initiation into what we get up to on club outings !!  

After a rather late night and lots of drinking, it was to bed and early next morning a handful of men went to the 
track to have a bit of a test.  There a couple of “spinners” Laurie Lyndoe and Reggie Fabish.  

After returning to the hotel, we made our way to L’afte to look at their art gallery and also partake in a coffee.  We 
were a bit delayed getting going due to having to call the AA to get Bruce Finan’s keys out of the boot of his car.  

We finished the day with lunch at the Ploughmans Restaurant at 4 mile Bay and then back on the road home and 
each going their own ways home. 

 

Stephanie Vercoe 

 

Magazine getting too big this edition so I am only put-
ting in a limited amount of photos in for this event. 
Plenty more already on Facebook. 

Dave Luke 

 

Right—His Lordship—Judge Steve Vercoe of Hamilton 
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Rotorua / Taupo 

Parked Up in Rotorua about to go up the Gondolas 

A great meal was served up at Wairakei 

Waiting to go for a restricted blast around Taupo 
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Rotorua / Taupo 

A good case could be made for the Club needing more than one Dip-Stick Trophy this past weekend.. 
Lucky for Bruce, Reggie, and Laurie we only have one!  

Bruce for somehow managing to lock his keys in his car. 
Laurie, for parking backwards on the race track. 
Reggie, for a similar stunt. 
Lucky for you Reggie—no photographic evidence ! 
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Why ? 

This is apparently the underside of a MY2018 Mustang 
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We have a fantastic White Club Dress Shirt, available in Men's Short Sleeve in sizes Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large.  
Women's 3/4 Sleeve Cotton/Elastin in Sizes 10-22. Also for a more casual look, our Men's and Women's Polo's and V-
Necks.  The sizes are Small, Medium, Large and Extra Large, and all are $45 each. 

We now have Black Baseball Caps with a Red Bead and WMOC logo embroidered on for $20 

Finally, we have our all weather Club Jackets available in Small, Medium, Large and Extra Large for $179.  

If you would like to order any of these, please contact Craig Leith on 0223428844  

Club Apparel 
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In The Sale Yard 

Wanted to Buy 
Front door for VJ VK CL or CM valiant sedan. Looking for non quarter window full glass type. 
Howard Tiddy—0272368386 

For Sale  
Mach 1 Guards original—$500 for pair 
Cover—Suit 64 to 68 $100 
Key Rings Tyre Caps $10 
Lee Mahoney  -  027 8486783 
See photos below ... 

Buy 4 Get 5—Set of 2015+ Silver Rims with Tyres (5th one is a front rim) - $3000 
Tread Depth from 5 to 8mm approx. 7000km—5th one slightly damaged. 
Phone Tony Brinkworth (0274827465) He has more photos for anyone interested. 
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In The Sale Yard 
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The End 


