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Last month Ford announced and released the 10,000,000th Mustang matching the first Ford
Mustang to be built, the 10,000,000th Mustang is a Wimbledon White convertible, with a V8.
A 2019 Wimbledon White GT V8 six-speed manual convertible. To mark the occasion, Ford
invited 60 Mustang owners representing each generation of the pony car to celebrate the 10
millionth car at its Flat Rock, Michigan, assembly plant. The owners spelled out the milestone
production number with their cars under a flyover salute by a P-51 Mustang fighter plane.

Even after 10 million cars built, the Mustang is still America's best-selling sports car.
Congratulations Ford.
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I am sure we all wish
Mustang well for the next
50 years of uninterrupted
manufacturing.
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Welcome to our newest members;
Allan & Pauline
John & Adelle

1973 Mach1
1967 Convertible

Lastly thank you to this months contributors.
Extreme Automotive Parts
2 Korimiko St Tauranga

Happy Cruising.
David Thomson
President

(Yellow and Black)
(Red)

August Run Report
On a fine frosty August Sunday 14 Mustangs from Tauranga and Kati Kati as well
as some from Rotorua and beyond ventured out for the monthly run. Eventually
nineteen Mustangs and their owners met up at Motion Entertainment in Rotorua
to take up the challenge of competing for the club Ten Pin trophy or at least
showing off their bowling prowess.
5 bowling alleys were divvied up randomly between the bowlers, it wasn’t long
before the cries of strike were ringing out around the venue. Some stylish bowling techniques were on display and of course some not so!
After the 10 frames of bowling five bowlers cracked the ton and plenty others
got close but the winning score was a massive 141. Congratulations Phil for taking out the game and taking home the trophy until next year.
After the bowling we all headed to the Rotorua Citizens Club for lunch and the
usual prize draws and conversation. This month we also celebrated a significant
milestone for club member John who turned 80 at the end of last month. The
candles were blown out and it was birthday cake all round. Congratulations
John and happy birthday for last month.
Congratulations to all our winners on the day;
Highest score

Phil

Petrol Voucher

Trevor and Lynn

VTNZ WOF Voucher

Vicki & Grant

The Dipstick trophy was moved on to John B, something to do with using a
kiddies bowling aid and using it upside down??

The Bowling Teams

Club Member Profile
Introducing Ron
Ron, a founding member of the BOP Mustang Owners Club has owned Mustangs since 1970.
As Ron is a tradesman mechanic he has done his fair share of restoration, repair and modification of all sorts of vehicles. Ron is well known locally in Rotorua due to his car sales business
of a few decades ago and of late work as a mechanic at the local Ford franchise.
Ron gives us a recount of his involvement with Mustangs;
I bought my first Mustang in Sydney Australia mid 1970, I had seen a couple of damaged
Mustangs that were ex-California, I settled on a 65 Fastback with 40,000 miles on the clock for
$1950. It had some frontal and rear end damage but all parts needed to repair it were inside
the car. The main problem was that at that time in NSW left hand drive was not allowed. I
converted the car over to right hand drive at the garage I worked at over the next two months
to the point I even managed to get the air conditioning unit fitted and working

I had to return to NZ 1971, as I had not been out of NZ for at least 21 months I couldn’t bring
it back. I went back to Sydney in 1972 and bought another Mustang, this time a 66 four speed
manual hardtop, it was $1950 and I also converted this one to RHD. I drove it around for a
while and then traded it for a Valiant before heading back to NZ in 1973.

Buddy and Judy enjoying a relaxing picnic lunch..

In July 1976 I bought my
1967
Fastback
from
Taupo. It was in very poor
shape, an A code Auto
that I paid $3700 for. It
had run up 75000 miles. I
still have the car and have
turned it into an GTA clone
with parts from three
different trips to the States and local swap meets.
I have just completed install of a deluxe interior and seat conversion. The Stang now has done
230,000mls, I reconditioned the motor, transmission and diff at 133000mls . It was amazing
how it survived as I was only 30 when I bought it. I hotted up the 289 and ran it down the
Meremere, Thunder Park and Bay Park strips on 300 occasions. If you add those quarter miles
up it equals 75 miles at full throttle! My Fastback was also used as a tow car for two race cars
in the 1980s.
I like this type of vehicle as they are so simple and easy to work on, no electronics. If the radio is
switched on when driving there are no electronics working, I know about electronics from
working on new vehicles!
As well as Mustangs I have had all sorts of vehicles, heaps of unusual cars from my car sales
days. The last two cars I had done up were a 1962 Buick Skylark convertible and just recently a
Mazda MX5 Roadster.

Work wise, I did my mechanics apprenticeship at Ebbet Motors Hamilton, a Chev and Holden
dealership. I was there from 1963 to 1969 until I moved to Fairview Ford.

I then moved to Sydney and worked for an Aston martin and performance vehicle workshop
and a Ford dealership before returning to NZ
to work at various used car lots and Motorcycle dealerships in sales and repairs. I also
owned my own car sales lot for 9 1/2 years
until returning to Ford Rotorua and Tauranga
as a mechanic until recently retiring.
Ron and June are regular attendees of club
runs and functions so if you haven’t had a
chance to meet them look out for them both
at the next club run.

Upcoming Club Runs
16 September

Private car collection
A cruise to Cambridge to visit a private car collection, gold coin donation for
coffee or tea. Meet at BP The Lakes for a 10.00am departure. Buffet lunch at
Cambridge Golf Club $15 ph.
RSVP to bopmustangclub@gmail.com by 12 September
6 October
Visit The Toy Shed workshop for a guided tour and a look at cars being worked on.
The workshop specializes in Hot Rods and American Muscle and big horse power
engine builds. Meet at BP The Lakes at 10.00am for a cruise through to Rotorua.
Rotorua cars to meet at The Toy Shed 106 Riri Street Rotorua 11.00 am.
19-22 October
39th National Mustang Convention. Registrations are now open for Convention.
Get in quick as spaces are limited.
18 November
All USA Day. This is the BOP Mustang Owners Club’s only fundraiser. Please keep
this day free as we need lots of helpers to make the day successful.
24 November
Christmas Party Dinner. Tauranga Citizens Club. Meal and entertainment funded
by the club for two per club membership (no drinks). Start time to be advised.

50Years Old

But still looks better than
a new Jappa !!

What’s happening elsewhere
Sept 2

Eastern Bay of Plenty Classic Car Breakfast.
Red Barn Bakehouse & Café, 237 Thornton Rd Whakatane 8.00am to
10.30am

Sept 2

Fathers Day Drags
Take Dad somewhere special this Father’s day, the NZ Petrolhead Fathers
Day Drags at Meremere Dragway on Sunday September 2. Gates open at
7.00am. Qualifying is from 10.00am. Gate entry is $20 children under 12
free. The rain date is September 16. The meeting is hosted by the
American Muscle Car Club. Racer info can be found at
WWW.musclecar.co.nz

15 Sept

Paeroa Vintage and Classic Car Show.

(Saturday) This year’s Vintage and Classic Car Show will kick off at 9.00am on

September 15 with a parade from Taylor Ave in Paeroa followed by a
display around Marshall St where there will be entertainment and the
dance to vote in various categories, with prizes up for grabs.
For more info contact Viv Leonard 027533 4328.

22 Sept

Birthday Bash in Greerton.

(Saturday) Street Machines and Customs is holding its 41st Birthday Bash in

conjunction with Greerton Main street and the Blossom Festival on
Saturday 22 September. Al Dawson and the Wildcats will be rocking at the
rotunda, there’s the famous no reserve auction and Greerton School is
having its gala. Chadwick Road will be closed off for the display between
10.00am and 2.00pm with registration from 9.00am. Entry is via the
Greerton Rd roundabout. Free entry for participants and the public show
is open to hotrods, customs and classics of American and Australian
origin.
Phone Greig 07 543 0803 for more information.

Sept 30

Matamata RCC Swap Meet.
The annual Matamata Rod & Custom Club Swap Meet is on Sunday
September 30 at 222 Mangawhero Road. Gates open at 8.00am, sellers
$10, gold coin donation for the public.
For more information contact Terrance 027 277 6873.

19 –22

39th Annual NZ Mustang Convention.

Oct

Update: Registrations for this event have now closed as maximum
attendees has been reached.

Part 3.

Part of the Mustang's development was to explore diverse ideas—one being a two-seat
version. Though the mid-engine Mustang I concept car was so equipped, it was also vastly
different in build intent, design, and engineering from the production models. Ford had
contemplated the viability of a two-seat production car as well, but the Mustang III was styled
Ford built 15 currently known pilot Mustangs at the Allen Park Pilot plant in the second half of
the 1963 calendar year—VIN code "5" for 1965 and "S" for the plant. In the summer of 1964,
serial number 9, a convertible, was transformed into a two-seat fastback by Dearborn Steel
Tubing (DST), a company that Ford often partnered with for special projects that also included
building the four-seat Mustang II concept car. Once completed, the Mustang III made the
rounds with Ford's Custom Car Caravan, being displayed at various venues.
The build:
To facilitate the transformation of the Mustang convertible into a two-seat, fastback coupe, the
108-inch wheelbase was shortened 18 inches and the body by about 22.5 inches. Though the
front end retained its Mustang identity, the fenders, doors, roof, and back of the vehicle were
recreated in fiberglass by DST and Vincent Gardner.

A dramatic fastback roofline with an expansive backlight, large concave sail panels and quarter windows, and a moulded-in rear spoiler enhanced the profile. The wheel wells were revised to fit larger tires, the body-side coves were reshaped and ended in the doors now instead of the rear quarters like the four-seat Mustang, the stock fuel tank was relocated, and a
quick
release fuel cap was added to the non-opening rear deck area. The stock Mustang
bumper and tail lamps were integrated into the rear design, and the body was painted a dark
candy apple red. The vent windows were stamped "Prototype Solid Safety Glass Car Lite," and
plexiglass was used for the side and quarter windows and backlight.
Though the VIN indicates a 260-cubic-inch, two-barrel V-8, the engine bay was fitted with a
small-block displacing 302 cubic inches, years before a 302 debuted in the Mustang. DST added
the 3 x 2 induction system and engine dress-up items, and modified the automatic
transmission. A custom exhaust system was also installed.

After whatever duties they were built for concluded, the pilot Mustangs including the Mustang
III were supposed to be crushed. Coincidentally, on May 2, 1965, the Mustang III disappeared
from DST's Inkster, Michigan, shop.
Seven months after the theft, acting on a tip, investigators from the Detroit Police Auto
Recovery Bureau and the National Automobile Theft Bureau discovered the stolen Mustang III
walled off in a loft over a metal shop. The owner of the building explained that Vincent
Gardner had rented the space and had told him it was to keep a concept car Gardner was
working on under wraps until it was completed. He provided the building owner with the first
month's rent of $50, but failed to pay the rent after that.

Fortunately, the Mustang III was retrieved. Aetna Insurance took possession and it was later
bought by a company executive. It appears that Gardner was never charged.
In December of 1968, the Mustang III was advertised in Hemmings Motor News, and Bill
Snyder of Ohio bought it as soon as he saw it. He had been enamoured with the two-seater
since he'd read the Motor Trend article years before and attended Ford's event in Cleveland
to see the car in person. When he spoke to a Ford representative about buying one back
then, he was told that it was not going to become a production model, and the one he saw
would likely be crushed.
Snyder had the oddball Mustang restored in 2013 and displayed it at the 2014 Ford Product
Development Center Car Show as the “Mustang III Prototype.” At the 2015 Amelia Island
Concours d’ Elegance the Mustang III caught the attention of car collector and historian
Howard Kroplick, who said he’d never heard of the car before he purchased it at the Auctions
America sale in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., that month.
Since the Mustang III was built from a pre-production prototype, many parts are stamped “XE”
for Experimental Engineering or “XF” for Experimental Ford. Several parts of the car had tags
stamped “Special Falcon,” and the glass was marked “prototype.
This is the oldest Mustang on the road today. Only the Mustang II show car is older.

1964-1/2 Ford Mustang III Prototype at the Greenwich concours.

Designer
Vince
Gardner stands next
to the prototype.
Circa 1963

