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BOP Mustang Owners Club.  April 2019  

Presidents Report 

The last month of the BOP Mustang Owners Club year is now upon us, seems like it has rolled around 

quickly this year. With that there are some imminent changes happening to the club committee in    

particular a large proportion of the executive positions.    

This newsletter will not only be my last as editor but also my last contribution of the President report as 

I will be stepping away from the President and Editor roles as well as the committee after four or so 

years involvement.  Although my term as President has been challenging, enjoyable and certainly      

positive  from a personal perspective I am looking forward to having a break and enjoying just being 

one of the gang again.  The turnover of executive positions within a club is vital to ensure a club        

remains fresh and vibrant. I am looking forward to seeing new ideas and direction the incoming      

committee will bring and will certainly be supporting from the side lines.   

One thing I have learnt in my time as president is that  “You can only please all of the people some of 

the time,  you can't please all the people all of the time”.  With that said I think a good philosophy is to 

celebrate in the success the committee has had keeping the greater majority happy.   

I wish to thank the team of club members that have made up the committee over the two years of my 

term as President, in particular the executive who have given a lot of time and energy to ensure the 

club continues to be successful.  As with most clubs these positions are voluntary and take considerable 

attention and dedication to ensure the smooth running while catering to the changing needs of the 

greater club membership.   

There are plenty of memorable moments from throughout the year with some fantastic club runs, 

some of which we have been privileged to take part in. Without a doubt the highlight for me was the 

success of All USA Day last November.  The day went off without a hitch largely due to the careful       

planning and efforts of the committee for several months leading up to the event and of course not to  

forget the immense support on the day from club members all doing their bit to help.  

For the many people that helped the club and in particular me during my time as President I would like 

to say a big thank you.  The biggest thanks must go to my wife Vanessa for her endless support,         

encouragement and efforts keeping me on task.   

March was a big month with two club runs, the first All Ford Day where the BOP Mustang club won 

back the Best Represented Club with just short of forty cars in attendance and a run later in the month 

to an art  gallery with a difference in Te Aroha, I hope those that attended enjoyed the days.    

Thank you to Jan and John for contributing to this months newsletter, another good read and certainly 

a great looking car.   

I hope to see a huge turnout at this months AGM, the club is in great shape but as always willing      

helpers are needed to fill positions within the committee.  There will be a number of vacated positions, 

so have a think about what you can do to help your club.  Remember lunch will be provided but you do 

need to RSVP to ensure you get a meal.    

Welcome to new members  Sean and Karen, 1973 Grande (white).  

See you all at the AGM.  

David Thomson 
President  
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All Ford Day 

On Sunday 3 March a good number of cars met at the Tauranga Vintage Car Club carpark area, 

the rendezvous point for the quick trip to Wharepai Domain.                                                            

A new venue for All Ford Day hosted by the Ford Muscle Car Club but a very familiar site for 

our club having hosted many car shows there over the last 15 years.                                                          

The cruise to the Domain was short 

with less than one kilometre       

travelled in convoy the twenty plus 

Mustangs pretty much all admitted 

to the venue together followed by 

another  dozen or so late comers.   

All in all a pretty good effort from the club with Mustang numbers in the thirties and a few club 

members also taking their other hobby cars as well. The eventual count was forty cars           

representing the club.  This year our presence was 

good enough to win back the Best Represented 

Club   title from BOP Ford Club, last years winner.           

A great effort, thanks all.      

The weather was great so the Domain filled up fast 

with very little space left by  mid-morning.  An  

awesome selection of Fords across the three  global 

manufacturing areas, Europe, Australia and of 

course USA.     

Although this year our club was not 

amongst the prize winners we certainly 

presented well with the BOP Mustang 

team showing their expertise in preparing 

a car for a show day.     



 

March Run Report  

The March run this year always looked like it was going to be a bit of a treat and certainly came 

with a pretty big reputation for being interesting, unexpected and definitely a little different.   

I am pleased  to say the Adrian Worsley Gallery was all that and more.   

As with a lot of our club runs we met at the BP The Lakes for a pretty lengthy cruise thorough 

to Te Aroha about 45 minutes away along the Old Te Aroha Rd, a road matched perfectly for a 

Mustang cruise with some 

lengthy straights and a nice 

sealed surface.  

We arrived at the gallery pretty 

much all together and on time 

thanks to the lead out team 

Grant and Vicki and were       

welcomed into the gallery for a 

short browse around some 

awesome metal workings built 

by Adrian Worsley and some 

certainly different paintings and 

sculptures crafted by another local artist. These were elaborate, moody and of some you could 

say were definitely from a darker place.  

 

After the gallery experience we all headed into 

what could be referred to as the Parts            

Department.  However it was also a wee bit 

different, walkways jam packed with what 

would normally be looked at as junk, junk that     

somehow looked at home and organized in a 

chaotic sort of way.  

Adrian has only been collecting his treasures 

for the last 10 years and uses the vast             

collection of bits and pieces as contributions to 

his works of art and every warren was as 

packed full of treasure as the last.     

 



 

Next we moved on to the workshop where Adrian’s imagination turns into reality,              

painstakingly crafting the sculptures into forms that resemble every day things but from      

materials that are completely foreign and to everyone else can’t possibly fit or make sense 

until you see it fits and does.   Adrian explained the process and build method for his latest 

commissioned piece destined for display in  Matamata in about a years time.    



 

Buddy and Judy enjoying a relaxing picnic lunch.. 

At the conclusion of the gallery and workshop tour 20 Mustangs headed off to our lunch     

venue, again another 45 minute cruise through Paeroa,  Karangahake Gorge, Waihi to the     

Orchard Café just north of KatiKati.  The lunch was burgers and chips all round and it couldn’t 

be soon enough as we had spent longer at the gallery than expected. 

Lunch was great and served up pretty quick,  the usual prize draws were done: 

The VTNZ Voucher was won by Ross and Jill.  

The Petrol Voucher was won by Phillipa and Adam 

Best presented went to Phil and Ave for their Red 69 
Mach 1.     

A great day was had by all,  good weather, good   
cruising and best of all good company.  

Thank you to all who came along and shared in the 
day.      

 

      



 

     Club member profile  

John and Jan  
 

After racing a MK11 Escort for 12 years it was time for 

a change.  Not really wanting to let the Escort go I 

listed it on Trademe and it was gone in 4 days.  

I started looking for a Mustang Fastback and finally 

found the one for me in Auckland. Our son who was 

in the paint and Panel business years ago flew to 

Auckland to help check it out and a deal was done.   

I Drove it home a week later and next day took it to 

“USA Day” at Classic Flyers and joined the Mustang 

Club.   Then the work started.    

(Photo— John and Jan at Manawatu convention 

2018.. Charlie Chaplin themed evening) 

The car had been bought into NZ in very clean original old faded out state. We were able to 

trace the car from it’s arrival in NZ and have awesome photos of it coming out of the shipping 

container.  It was stripped back to bare metal, painted and reassembled. The motor and gear-

box was reconditioned but after driving the car back from Auckland we had all the suspension 

work done; new shocks, springs, ball joints, lower suspension arms, wheel bearings etc to 

bring it up to scratch.  

We have owned it for 3.5years and 

use it as an everyday driver.  We 

enjoy the club runs whenever we 

can get there. 

Editors Note “ Thanks John and Jan. 

Your car has always been a          

favourite of mine from the very first 

time I laid eyes on it…”  



 

 

Upcoming Club runs    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 April 2019 

 

National Mustang Day cruise and BOP Mustang Club AGM.    

Starting off with a short cruise to the meeting venue, Neighbourhood Kitchen, 
Bar and Restaurant.    

The cruise is a celebration of National Mustang Day, souvenir commemorative 
stickers are available to the first 40 to RSVP however you must be there on the 
day  with you car to collect.    

 

The club is funding lunch after the meeting so please RSVP attendance by      
Friday 5 April.  Two meals per membership will be funded.   

Come along and get involved with the governance of your club.  More details 
to come for meeting point and times for the pre-meeting run.  

 

May 2019 

Annual Anzac Run   (Tri Club Run) 

The Anzac this year is hosted by the Waikato Mustang Club.  Join in with Waikato 
and AMOC in a day of silly games and socializing.   The date is yet to be advised 
by the host Waikato Mustang Owners Club   

 

 

Convention update  

Planning for this years convention in Hamilton, from Friday across labour 
weekend and is hosted by the Waikato Mustang Club is well advanced.  The 
team from Waikato given a brief update of communication timings; 

• Accommodation information will be released out to clubs by the end of 
March.  

• Registration forms and emails will be sent out by the end of May 

• Registrations will close at the end of may or earlier if fully subscribed.  

• Registration numbers will be limited.     



 

 Article of Interest 

20 Cool Mustang Facts  

1. When the Mustang was released Ford took the Mustang on the road since many 
people could not see the car at its New York debut or at a dealership. The      
Mustang was put on display at 70 high-traffic metropolitan sites nationwide, 15 
major airport terminals, in 100 Holiday Inns and on billboards in more than 170 
markets. 

2. In 1964, the Mustang’s base price — $2,368 — was featured prominently in the 
company’s initial advertising. It was $1,000 lower than that of the closest      
competition. 

3. Ford originally forecast about 100,000 Mustang sales in the first year. More 
than 400,000 were sold. 

4. Ford sold a million Mustangs in the first 24 months after it went on sale — the 
fastest time for a new nameplate to produce that amount of sales volume. 

5. Mustang serial No. #001, a preproduction model used for a promotional tour 
and not meant to be sold, was inadvertently sold by a dealer to a Canadian     
airline pilot, Capt. Stanley Tucker. In March 1966, Ford traded the 1 millionth 
Mustang to Tucker in exchange for the first car. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. The 2015 Mustang is the first to have independent rear suspension across the 
board, but not the first to have the technology. The SVT Cobra from 1999 to 2004 
had an independent rear suspension, and in 1963, three first-generation        
Mustang prototypes were tested with an independent rear suspension system. 

7. The 1974-78 Mustang II was considered by many to be an underperformer, but 
when it was launched, it offered performance comparable to the much larger 
and heavier 1971-73 models, despite having a smaller engine. 

8. More than 161,000 Mustangs have been sold outside North America, and there 
are nearly 100 owners’ clubs overseas from New Zealand to Poland and from 
South Africa to Iceland. 

9. The most valuable Mustang to sell at auction was a 1967 Shelby GT500 Super 
Snake, which went for US $2.2 million this year. The top 10 Mustangs sold at 
auction have fetched a combined total of nearly US $8.7 million. 



 

 
10. At least three Mustang station wagons, have been designed in the Ford studio 

 and made it at least as far as full-sized clay models — one was even a functional 
 prototype. 

 
 
11. At least one four-door Mustang sedan was created, in 1964, presumed to be a     

potential replacement for the Falcon. 
 
 
12. The first Mustang sold to a retail customer, Ford says, was purchased by        

Chicago schoolteacher Gail Brown on April 15, 1964, two days before the official        
on-sale date. Brown, who became Gail Wise when she married her husband, 
Tom, still owns the car. 

 
13. In 1989, Mustang nearly went front-wheel-drive with a coupe based on the   

Mazda  MX-6. Late in the program, the decision was made to preserve the    
Mustang and redesign it on a rear-wheel-drive platform. The fwd coupe became 
the Probe, which lived only until 1997 before being replaced by the Mercury 
Cougar, which was discontinued in 2002. 

 
 
14. The Mustang is one of fewer than 10 nameplates to survive in continuous          
 production for more than 50 years without missing a model year. 
 
 
15. Contrary to popular belief, there is no such thing as a 1964½ Mustang. Starting 
 from serial No. #001 — the car inadvertently sold to Stanley Tucker — all the 
 cars  produced had 1965 VIN codes. There is a gap of 80,000 to 100,000 in the 
 1965  VINs around June-July 1964 that coincides with the switch from a genera
 tor on the engines to an alternator. The gap is considered by many Mustang 
 aficionados  to be the dividing line between ’64½ and ’65 models. 
  
 16. Mustangs have appeared in films and on TV shows more than 3,300 times in the 
 past 50 years  

 

17. In October 1965, Ford engineers sliced a 1966 Mustang into four sections and 
took it up on a passenger elevator to the 86th floor observation deck of New  
York’s Empire State Building, where it was reassembled and placed on display. 

 

18. Red has been the most popular exterior colour on Mustang through the years,  
 followed, in order, by blue, silver, white, black, green, brown and yellow. The 
 1967  Mustang was available in two shades of pink: dusk rose and Playboy pink. 

 



 

19. While yellow has been the least favourite colour over time, it has inspired deep 
 passions among Mustang owners. The Yellow Mustang Registry, founded in 
 2001, is dedicated to owners and enthusiasts of yellow Mustangs. It has more 
 than  8,932 members and 8,984 registered vehicles worldwide, and it has hosted 
 more than 60 events since its founding. The yellow Mustangs in the registry 
 range from early Springtime Yellow, offered in 1965 and 1966, to Zinc Yellow, 
 introduced in 2000.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20. Former President Bill Clinton owns a 1967 Mustang convertible — ice blue with a 
 white interior. Clinton said it was the hardest thing to leave behind when he 
 moved into the White House in 1993. In April 1994, during a celebration       
 marking  the 30th anniversary of the Mustang, Clinton drove the car briefly at 
 Charlotte  Motor Speedway in Concord, Bill Dillard, then president of the        
 Mustang Club of America, introduced him as “a rabid Mustanger like the rest of 
 us.” 

New Club Members  

        Sean & Karen  Phillipa & Adam  



 


