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Hi All,

From the President’s
Desk

Well we on the final countdown to the All USA Day— big thanks to all those who have
stepped up to assist on the day, it's a lot of fun and helping fellow club members to
make the day a success is what being part of our club is all about. So to those who are
thinking about helping, stop thinking and email Philippa now.
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Our club has recently returned from The National Mustang Convention in Christchurch
over Labour Weekend and the Canterbury MOC has to be commended for hosting an
excellent convention, no small undertaking considering the circumstances with the
threat of Covid19 and the real possibility that the whole thing could be cancelled at any
time. I am sure that Margaret will have plenty of pictures in this edition that will tell the
story of the weekend and how well our club performed. Highlights of the weekend for
me were:


Watching Gillian and Wendy singing in the karaoke competition. They did very
well and were only beaten by a pip by the Southern duo.



Being part of our “entrance” at the awards dinner when we were dressed as
monks and processed in 2 by 2 to Gregorian chanting—quite something!



When our car broke down on Monday morning, and being humbled by the support and help offered by fellow club members, both BOP members and Canterbury. Big shout out to Kevin, Paul, Graham, Tony, Duncan and all those who
rumped head first under the bonnet of my Muzzy to try and get me mobile. Unfortunately a tow back to the Mustang Centre was required where an excellent repair was carried out, a very professional and helpful outfit, highly recommend
these guys. There just so happened to be an after conference party that was in full
swing at the Mustang Centre so I got to enjoy more Southern hospitality.

New Members
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See you all at the All USA Day. Cheers Darrell

Club Run to Car Collection in Oropi and Lunch in Rotorua
Article and Pics thanks to Charles Quintal
We all met at the Crossing Tauriko as usual and there was also another another club meeting there. Two people in a 66 Mustang parked with our group thinking we were all together. They were asked if they were new members. The couple have shifted here from Gisborne, so they joined us on Shed Run and lunch and have since become new members.
October 4th private Shed Run to Oropi got off to a good start and turn out of members. The
owners moved here about 9 years ago, and have set up their garage as an American Diner
right down to the seating, juke boxes, milk shake machines and glasses - one of the best I
have seen.
In the shed are 6 Cadillacs and 1 T. Bird. Some of the cars were rebuilt in Canada and U.S.A.
Others brought overseas and New Zealand. Where ever you looked there was memorabilia,
neon signs and petrol pumps. Its taken the owners about 26 years to find and accumulate
every thing but are still looking.
After a couple hours checking out the shed and gardens it was off to Rotorua for lunch at Te
Puia Restaurant which was excellent. The Club Cars were picked by Bruce’s son in law, Ric.
Pre 1999. Brenda’s 67 Convertible.
Post 2000. Heather’s 2005 GT shopping basket.
Raffle won by Brenda, Marie and Rob.
Rob also picked up Dip Stick Award.
After lunch it was goodbyes and pleasant cruise home. A great day had by all.

National Mustang Convention
Christchurch 23 to 26 October 2020
Getting there
Various groups of us left BoP to tiki tour our way to Christchurch. We bumped into each
other along the way and all arrived on the Thursday before the weekend. I think we can all
vouch for a few things:


We live in a stunning country—just in case we didn't already realise this!



Travelling in a group is great fun.



People all over love seeing a bunch of Mustangs rock up either for a lunch stop or an
over night stay. The Interislander staff were particularly happy with their cargo for
our crossing.



The people managing the extensive roadworks north and south of Kaikoura are to be
commended on their very fine traffic management. There was certainly a lot of stop
starts but we all progressed through them very smoothly and with little disruption to
our journey overall.

National Mustang Convention
Christchurch 23 to 26 October 2020
Day 1—Car Cleaning, Registration and Meet and Greet
Friday morning heralded the start of a simply stunning day—brilliant sunshine, offset by
a bit of a cool breeze in the shade. Nothing daunted, our hardy BoP crew were out cleaning their cars to within an inch of their lives—our Club honour is at stake here. The Bay
has a very proud tradition of taking home more than their fair share of the trophy haul!!

By lunchtime, most of the women were let off car cleaning duty to check out the local
shopping - a must do while on holiday! Here, however, I feel we let the side down somewhat—we came home without a shopping bag between us! We did find some early
Christmas cheer however!
After a little quiet time it was time to gather for the Friday night meet and greet event.
As always it is great to catchup with friends from far and near. Our club as always made
a huge splash with us all in our club shirts. You will see in the photos how we do stand
out against the others. Some are starting to follow our lead but I don’t think I am biased
when I say that we really stand out! CMOC had lots of instructions for us all delivered via
a slightly too loud mike!! At least it kept us all on our toes! They sold out a raffle for a Gilligans tour of Route 66 and gave away some goodies for those going on the partners programme. They fed and watered us—all the ingredients for a good party night!

After a good night’s sleep - onto to Day 2 and the Car Show.

Day 2—Car Show, Partners Programme and “Casino” Function
We were up bright and early, well some of us were, to get the cars loaded into the Christchurch Arena for the Car Show which opened to the public at 10am. As always, it is an
awesome display of our particular choice of American Muscle! In one interview, Gary Jackson mentioned that there was somewhere around $20 million worth of cars on display.
CMOC were brave enough not to have roping set up—just tape on the floor to keep the
little problems away from the cars!

I think it is fair to say that we represented our club very well!
Unfortunately, we couldn’t get a pic of our cars parked up as a club, as
there was a bit of a mix up with the parking and we were parked in 3 or 4
different places.

While the car show was going on, CMOC had devised a Partners Programme, which involved checking out much of central Christchurch via their historic tram ride. They were required to find Mustangs which had been hidden in shops, and make a new friend during the
day. I didn’t go on this trip but I understand that there was much fun to be had and prizes
to be won. Vicki Robb, Helen Mills and Pauline Atkinson were all lucky winners from our club.

Again we did very well and a great time was had by
all! That evening, there was a meal, auction and karaoke night, followed by a trip to the casino where we
could spend out comlimentary $20 vouchers. For the karaoke, we were represented by
Gillian Stops and Wendy Osborne, very ably performing their version of Play that Funky Music!
The trophy went to Southern who sang the very popular Living Next Door to
Alice with everyone joining in with “who the *@&# is Alice!!! A well deserved win. If they had awarded a
2nd prize I am completely sure we
would have won it!
The evening ended with most of us trooping
across to the casino. No pictorial evidence but we
had varying degrees of success with reports of
winning ranging from $0 right up to around $200.

Day 3—Car Cruise and Awards Dinner
All convention cars assembled in the car park of the Papanui Club and we were given instructions for the drive out to Amberley Domain, via some lovely country roads. CMOC
were surprised by the Church group who were in residence in the hall upon arrival—they
thought they had it booked for the whole weekend—best laid plans!
Nothing daunted, we were given our picnic lunches and ate before
the running of the Push and Grunt competition. The lunches were
packed by Joes Garage and they were delightful. Our club was represented in the Push and Grunt by Bruce Lewis and Kevin Uncles who
did well in the radio controlled car run but, fortunately, not well
enough to win—It is a huge heavy trophy that no one really wants
to win!!

We made the most of the opportunity to take some good pics of the
full field of cars as well as some
nice pics of BoP cars.

That brings us nicely to the
Awards dinner, held t the Wigram Air Museum, with the theme of the letter M. Most clubs
didn’t bother with a unified look, but there were a lot of Mexicans with a splash of medics,
military, murderers , M and Ms and medieval costumes. Waikato all went as Men in Black
and we went as Monks. Darrell had a USB speaker and Wendy played suitable monk
chanting music as we filed in two by two, hoods over our faces and eyes down, hands
suitably folded in front of us! I think it is fair to say that we made an entrance!
After that it was a matter of enjoying the excellent dinner and once again punching above
our weight when it comes to winning trophies! This is truly testament to the hours and
hours of meticulous cleaning and preparation that goes into these cars, all of which were
driven to the convention, collecting all the road dirt, including roadworks cement along
the way. Convention judging is mostly based on cleanliness and condition and the winners
are to be congratulated for their dedication and hard work. Our winners board runs like
this (pictures on the next page):
Class Winners:
Gary and Bev Bowman—1st 1964—1966 Notchbacks
Graham and Debra Coombes—1st 1964—1966 Convertibles
Vicki and Grant Robb—1st 1974 to 1978 All Models
Paul and Helen Mills—1st 2005—2009 Fastbacks
Bruce and Philippa Lewis— 2nd 2005—2009 Convertibles
Grahame and Pauline Atkinson—2nd 2010—2014 All Models
Duncan and Lisa Counsell—1st Mach 1’s 1969—1970
Spirit of Mustang Winners:
Grant and Vicki Robb
Duncan and Lisa Counsell
Club round up:
AMOC 11 trophies
WMOC 4 trophies
BoPMOC 9 trophies
TMOC 3 trophies
MMOC 6 trophies
CMOC 26 trophies
SMOC 10 trophies

Day 4—Breakfast and Farewell
This is a day always tinged with a little sadness for me. Time to say farewell to our friends
from all over the country until next year. But then again—next year is our turn for the first
time!!
The final formalities done with the awarding of the Push and Grunt trophy to Taranaki
(they just didn’t try hard enough to lose!!!) and the Top Gun trophy (for the best participating club) to Manawatu, this time awarded on a calculation of %age of members attending and distance travelled.
The only thing left to do was the final farewells from the Presidents of each club and the
handover to BoPMOC for next year. Once Darrell had thanked CMOC he passed the baton
to Grant who presented a slide show as a teaser of what everyone can expect in 2021. We
all received very positive comments and promises of very good attendance. Often the Saturday night is left open but when Grant told everyone that it would be the first night of
Speedway, a lot of people got pretty excited about that! Roll on Labour Weekend 2021—
and may Covid find a final resting place a long way away from us!!

The Journey Home
We split into a variety of groups and chose different routes to make our way home. The
Osbornes and van Damms were delayed by a day with a spot of car trouble with Darrell’s
car. With some very welcome help from CMOCers, the problem was fixed and they were
on their way.

Our group continued south to Timaru, then Oamaru, Cromwell, Hokitika, Reefton, St Arnaud, Blenheim, Palmerston North and home. One of ours experienced a spot of car trouble as well, but thanks to the motel owner (who is also a car guy), and some small town
hospitality, this problem was also fixed with a smile and no bill what so ever. Amazing people!

Following is a sample of pics of our journey home. Possibly the most exciting part was being told to back up the rail tracks onto the ferry where we were parked in with the railway
wagons for the crossing! Either that or finding my birthday twin in Reefton and knowing
that I have faired a hell of a lot better in the aging stakes than he has!!
All up, I encourage our Club members to come to Convention if you haven’t done so already. We have gone to around 14 of them now and we continue to build our friendships
from all over the country. It is a fantastic fraternity we belong to and there is a lot of fun
to be had!
Steampunk in Oamaru:

On the road to Omarama:
And my birthday twin:
Parked up at St Arnaud:

In amongst the trains on the ferry:

And dinner from Hell on Halloween:

A great holiday with a great bunch of friends!
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Notes from the Committee
The main points from the Committee’s October meeting were:


Christmas Party, finalising details and Club subsidy. Please see more details under
Upcoming Events. Mark your calendars—it will be a goodie!



We are still putting together ideas for a regular mid week run for those keen to participate



All USA Day took up most of our time after that and there will be more under Upcoming Events.

New Members
Please give a warm welcome to Graham and Sue Young and Dave and Shelley Hayes when
you see them. To our new members, please do make yourselves known to us when you
join us on a run. We like nothing better than to meet new people. Welcome aboard!

BoPMOC Annual Christmas Party
2020 is certainly a year to celebrate surviving and what better way than to get together
as a Club to party it up for Christmas!
Join us at Classic Flyers on 5 December 2020 at 6.30pm
for a festive meal to be followed by dancing to the Self Righteous band.
Dress is tidy casual
Cash bar - drinks will be approximately $8 to $10 each
Please RSVP and pay by Friday 27th November. We are unable
to extend this or take payment at the door – you must prepay.
The Club will subsidise each meal but you are asked to contribute
$30 per person. This is to be paid into the Club bank account prior
to the event. Please use your name and Christmas as the reference.
Merry Christmas—we look forward to enjoying a fun night out together!

Upcoming Events


15 Nov

All USA Day—We need your help on the day. Please advise Philippa on
bopmustangclub@gmailcom. A roster of helpers is being created and will
be emailed to you as soon as it is ready. If your allocated time slot does
n’t work, please swap with someone else—and then advise Margaret on
margaret@paulmargaret.com.



5 Dec

Christmas Party to be held this year at Classic Flyers—see details above.



13 Dec

This will be our final run for the year and will take the form of a picnic.
We are currently looking for a destination - watch this space.



January
Taupo Historic Cars Meeting is on 22, 23 and 24 January and might
be good fun for a weekend away—or a day visit. The theme this year is
Ford and if we play our cards right there might be a little extra for Ford
owners. Bruce is talking to the organisers now to see how we can be in
volved, so watch this space and we can start thinking about a weekend
away maybe?

