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The Pony Express Newsletter—March 2009 

 

 

Welcome to the first edition of The Pony Express Newsletter!   

It’s a new year and a new look for the MMOC—and this year we’re experimenting a little…  

The Mustang Magic Magazine is taking a break for a while and in its place is the new MMOC 

Newsletter.  The Pony Express to be precise!   

And what a way to start! This first edition is just bursting at the seams with Member stories, 

Mustang trivia, Mustang pictures, coming events, and more!   

We hope you enjoy it! 

 

What’s in store this issue? 

• My ‘66 Fastback—by Louise Williams 

• 30 years of MMOC—by Louise Williams 

• All Ford Day, 18th Jan 09—by Peter Richardson 

• New Members 

• Mustang Trivia 

• Coming Events 
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My '66 Fastback – by Louise Williams 

 

I’ve only owned my ’66 Fastback since July 2005. At that stage I had seen the car a couple of times, a 

member by the name of Bryan Clarke had it in Masterton since 2000. The car arrived in New Zealand 

in the South Island in 2000 and Bryan had the choice out of three Mustangs, a ‘66 Hardtop, 

Convertible and the Fastback - he said the "66" was such a good car so he chose that.  

 

Around 2003 I saw the car in its original condition.  Back then it was: 

 

• Colour - Dark Ivy Green 

• 289ci ‘A’ Code, 4V - 225 HP Challenger Motor 

• Luxury Model Woodgrain Centre console. 

• C4 transmission, Show gears. 

• Cragar Proster chrome wheels. 

 

Soon after, I had heard that Bryan had taken it off the road to make it look like a GT350, repainted 

dark metallic green ( he called it ‘emerald’ as he is a jeweller) with pewter LeMans stripes (one of the 

nicest paint jobs I have ever seen), and he had the motor tidied up. 

 

The car had been lowered and firmer suspension put in, but he hardly drove the car as he had an 

HSV to run his family around in. 

 

Then in 2005 he decided to sell it in, and that's when I became interested as the earlier models had 

begun to grow on me (especially Fastbacks).  

 

I brought the car in July 05 and then a few things started to happen with it.  So since then I’ve rebuilt 

the transmission, replaced front & back windscreen rubbers, completed a full re-wiring of the car, 

and had the heater repaired & running. 

 

I don't think much more can go wrong with the car, and I feel it's running & driving like a new one. 

This car makes my adrenalin run and it is an absolute pleasure to own her! 

 

Louise xx 
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MMOC – the Early Years - by Louise Williams  

Foundation & Lifetime Member of the Manawatu Mustang Owners Club 
 

Previous to 1979 (...a few years...) I had owned several V8 muscle cars, the first being a 1971 V8 

Valiant coupe, followed by a 1971 GT Falcon shaker, but I always had a passion to own an American 

car.  

 

A couple of car yards in Palmerston North had a few Mustangs and Falcons on them at various times.  

One particular yard was Peter Hogg Motor, and one day there was a 1971 Mach1 Blue/Silver which 

definitely caught my eye so I traded the GT Shaker for it. During this time I met up with a group of 

Mustangers who used to come down from Taranaki, cruising and checking out the Palmerston North 

car yards - they had already begun their club. I was invited to join and I did so for 2 - 3years, going up 

there for a couple of meetings and one of their conventions too.  

 

A few of their members (the Gobles, Ekdahls and Riches), encouraged me to try and start a club in 

the Manawatu with their support. After a short deliberation I decided to give it a go, because I knew 

there were a few Mustangs for sale in the area, plus I knew a few were already owned so it gave me 

encouragement to get underway.  

 

In doing some enquiries and lots of miles I managed to locate the Jepsens with a ‘67 fastback, Ponds 

with a 69 Mach1, Bruce Robertson with a 69 Mach1 and G Fitch with a 65 fastback in the Palmerston 

North area.  Then the Gillows’ 65 convertible in Hunterville, Leigh Harding’s 67 GT350 Shelby (by the 

way I remember she traded a EIP Vauxhall to buy the Shelby from a Palmerston North yard), then a 

little later the Mills, Glasgows and Berringtons to name a few I can remember. 

 

I was keen to get the club established, so I organised a big get-together at my home on the last 

weekend of January 1979. When the time came several of the Taranaki members also arrived. My 

front lawns and the roadside were chocker with Mustangs.  My enthusiasm grew even more, as it 

did for other early members of the club. Since then a few of the original members have left but are 

still in the area, but lots of new members have arrived.  

 

I've had several Mustangs & Falcon G.T.s, and can't see that I would be without a Mustang & V8 

Falcon in my shed.  During these 30 years I have met lots of fine people and made life-long 

friendships.  

 

During the early times I had gone to the bank to borrow money to run our first convention because 

the club had very few funds. I also found sponsorship to help us. Over the years I feel that you don't 

sit back and let "someone else" do the work so get off your 'B.M.S' and get stuck in and keep 

communication going between all the members. 

 

I think that we have a very special Mustang Car Club in the Manawatu and for that matter 

throughout New Zealand, so let’s keep it that way! 

 

Communicate, share the passion of owning a Mustang, just ask if you want help with your car, give 

your time and help with running and doing tasks for the club. 

 

I hope this finds all is well with Mustanging and keep the club going well for another 30 years ☺ 

 

Happy Mustanging! 

 

Louise  xx      
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All Fords Day, 18
th

 January 2009 – by Peter Richardson 
 

The day started off a bit miserable, but as it progressed the weather improved. There was a great 

turn out as usual and a good selection of Fords across the board, new and old, as well as the odd 

Mopar just to add a bit of interest! A 2008 Shelby Super Snake arrived: it was like a magnet, 

attracting a large crowd. It’s good to see that new cars are also able to attract so much interest.  

 

A small crowd of Mustangers adjourned to a private area in the cafe, to hold a meeting and try and 

get support, as Justin & Jo had, (due to commitments), resigned their positions as president & 

secretary. They’ve done an awesome job and will be missed, so a big thank-you to them both for 

everything that they have done for the club! We wish them well for the future and hope to see them 

when they return to New Zealand for holidays.  

 

Charmaine has stood down from her position as editor of the Mustang Magic magazine, and she has 

contributed much to the club. It was much appreciated when she stepped in as secretary for the day.  

 

John Peters kindly stepped up as President until the A.G.M! And I remain vice president. 

 

Beth put her hand up to do an interim newsletter just to keep things ticking along and Lee 

Henderson who was a new member (1st club event) offered her assistance to help Beth. I really 

want to take this opportunity to thank her and all members who are putting their hands up and 

taking the time to keep the club together.  

 

Keith is continuing his great work as treasurer, long may it last. 

 

It’s a great club and we all have much to contribute. It is every member’s club and the more we 

contribute the better it will be.  

 

A big welcome to all of our new members and looking forward to a very positive year! Any ideas for 

runs etc, or if you can offer any support to help the club continue to be successful, please don’t 

hesitate to contact me. We look forward to seeing you soon and happy Mustanging! 

 

Peter Richardson 

Vice President, MMOC. 

 

 

 



5 

 

New Members 

We’d like to pass on a big WELCOME to our new members.    

• Ricky & Loanna Gee with their ‘66 Notchback 

• Malcolm Macrae & Janet Green have rejoined the club with their blue genuine ’68 Shelby 

GT350 

• Wendy Dykstra & Brian Williams with their ‘66 Notchback that runs a 289 and is painted 

‘Audi Blue’ with a black bonnet. 

• Rhys & Fiona Millar have a silver ’95 GT convertible with extractors, K&N filter & is lowered 

50mm. The engine is 5 litres and it runs a 4-speed auto. 

• Geoff & Megan King have a white (soon to be blue) ’68 Notchback that they say is a “work in 

progress”. It’s a 289 with C4 auto transmission. 

• Dean Hopkins & Lee Henderson have a ‘65 Fastback that is a “work in progress”.  (Their 

member-story to date will be included in the next newsletter, so watch this space.....) 

• Dave & Carol Rose with their ‘69 Mach1  

• Gregg & Lisa Todd  with their ‘67 Notchback 

• Vic & Liz Louk with their ‘66 Fastback 

• Barney & Christine Inwood with their ‘66 Notchback 

• Richard & Toni Ash with their ‘69 Coupe 

• Bruce Kenyon & Linda Martin with their ‘69 Grande 

• John & Clare Locke 17 with their ‘66 Convertible 

• Graeme & Janine Jackson of Wanganui, who have a Grabber Orange 2007 GT convertible 

with the Interior Upgrade and GT Appearance packages, a 4.6 litre V8 and 5-speed manual 

gearbox. 

•  Graeme & Trudie Pond, (MMOC foundation members), who have just rejoined with their 

Gulfstream Aqua ’69 Mach 1.  

 

This is not the car they owned when they were in the club 30 years ago – in fact it’s their 

third or fourth Mustang, but they have all been this colour. Having just rejoined the club, 

Graeme and Trudy then proceeded to outpace everyone else at the Grasskhana and went 

home with the sought-after trophy, winning by a mere one second. Graeme says he used to 

drive a previous Mustang around like it was a truck – the practice certainly paid off.   

•  

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

We’d also love to hear all about your cars, how you came about owning them, and of course any 

pictures you have.   Please send your pictures & stories to Lee Henderson on 

leelee.henderson@gmail.com.  Don’t be shy!  You don’t have to write much if you don’t want to, but 

we’d all love to hear more about our MMOC members cars, so come on – don’t be shy! 

Apologies go out to Norm & Shirley Williams.  Unfortunately the photo’s you emailed to Charmaine 

of your gorgeous Shelby GT500 wouldn’t allow me to copy them for entry into the newsletter.  We’d 

love to try again for our next issue, so we’ll be in touch to see if we can get those photos again. 

And lastly, we’d like to extend a special welcome to William Evan Rowland Smith.  A wee son for 

Emma & Matt, and a grandson for Louise Williams.  Congratulations and welcome to the club! 

 

 

Warning:  If we don’t have many submissions for the next newsletter, we may just have to fill that 

issue up with pictures of Dean & Lee’s restoration project... Believe me, we have a LOT of pictures, 

so you have been warned.... ☺    Here’s a couple of pics as proof of the project..... 

The car arriving in Wellington, 24
th

 December 2008 – after a long 5 month journey from California 
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Mustang Trivia 

For a bit of fun, here’s a quick quiz to test your knowledge of Mustangs..... 

1. What was the first year Mustangs were sold? 

a. 1962 

b. 1963 

c. 1964 

d. 1965 

2. Which Mustang model did Steve McQueen drive in the classic movie “Bullitt”? 

a. 1967 Fastback 

b. 1967 Coupe 

c. 1968 Coupe 

d. 1968 Fastback 

3. What was the only year Ford did not offer a V8 engine? 

a. 1974 

b. 1975 

c. 1976 

d. 1978 

4. The 1979 – 1993 Mustangs are widely known by what name? 

a. Cobra bodies 

b. Hard bodies 

c. Fox bodies 

d. Stealth bodies 

5. What was the final year of the famed 5.0 engine? 

a. 1993 

b. 1995 

c. 1996 

d. 1998 

6. In what years did Ford offer the Mustang Cobra R? 

a. 1993, 1995, 2000 

b. 1990, 1998, 2001 

c. 1987, 1994, 2003 

d. 1992, 1996, 2002 

7. What year did Mustang have a special “Bullitt” edition? 

a. 2001 

b. 2002 

c. 2003 

d. 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1C, 2D, 3A, 4C, 5C, 6A, 7A
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Coming Events 

 

March 15th 
Chrome Classic & Custom Show’n’Shine (non-club event).  

10am-2pm, (Railway Land), Church St, Palmerston North. $2 entry.   

Pre registration interest ccc-info@minismanawatu.org.nz, or phone Roo Fenn  on 0274822887 

  

March 22nd 
MMOC meeting - Levin Railway Station, 10.30am.  

Cruise to a couple of sheds-of-interest then lunch & the meeting at Murrayfield Clydesdales.  

We have ponies, they have horses!! 

  

April 19th 
MMOC 30th Anniversary celebration at Palmerston North Race Course, 11am onwards. 

Please note: NUMBERS ARE REQUIRED FOR CATERING PURPOSES.  Please R.S.V.P by MARCH 27th 

 to Beth Richardson on (06)353-0141. 

  

May 3rd 
MMOC meeting Marineland Street Rods annual swap meet at Meeanee Speedway Napier.  

An area has been set aside for approx 20 MMOC cars. Please arrive by 9.30am sharp, and bring a 

picnic lunch.  

There is also the option to join Marineland Street Rods full weekend of events.  For more 

information please check out www.marinelandstreetrod.org.nz. 

  

June 21st 
MMOC A.G.M at Palmerston North Race course.  (Time will be advised well in advance of the day). 

Due to change of venue and catering purposes it would be appreciated if we can get approximate 

numbers. Please contact Beth Richardson (06)353-0141.  

We’d appreciate as many members to be there as possible, that way we can ensure the club 

continues to have a future – thanks! 

 

Final Notes 

 

For most of you this newsletter has been emailed to you.  This is an attempt at something different 

this time round.  Think of it as us saving money, (more $$ for your gas tank for those thirsty 

mustangs!), and also doing our bit for the whole carbon footprint thing ☺  If you’re not happy to 

receive the newsletter by email, please let us know.  And if you have any suggestions for 

improvement, we’d be happy to listen.    

 

Thanks!   We hope you enjoyed this issue and we look forward to seeing you again real soon! 

 

For the next issue please send your Member Stories, Pictures, Coming Events, Wanted to Buy, For Sale, 

Mustang Trivia, etc to Lee Henderson (leelee.henderson@gmail.com) or Beth Richardson 

(richardson.clan@xtra.co.nz). 


