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Welcome to yet another edition of the Pony Express.  
 
We dedicate this edition in memory of Harvey Wade who very sadly passed 

away on the 28th of March. Harvey and Linda have always been very active 

members of AMOC. I for one will certainly miss the regular catch ups with 

Harvey at Club meetings, events and of course Harvey’s regular attendance 

at Caffeine and Classics. We extend our deepest condolences to Linda,     

Allistair and Richard. Pictured on the cover is Harvey’s ‘69 Shelby GT350. 
 
In this edition, we bring you coverage from the Rotorua weekend away,   

Galaxy of cars, The Auckland All Ford Day which also incorporated the      

annual AMOC car show, and Ken Smith’s recent trip with the Motorsport 

Club to the South Island. Also featured is the first half of an article from a 

non-AMOC member (Waikato MOC), Te Kaka Keegan who sent us an article 

of his competing in the 2018 Land Speed NZ competition in his 2017 S550 

Mustang. 
 
A big thank you to Ken Smith, Darryl –Anne Lynn, Cliff Mitchell, and Tony 

Powell for contributing articles and photos to help make what we hope is 

another enjoyable edition of the Pony Express.  
 
Wishing you the best in health. 
 

Mike & Cass 

Stable Talk 
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A Word from the President 
 Welcome to the March/April edition of 

the Pony Express, it’s certainly been a 
busy last two months for the club on the 
events front and there is no doubt that 
we are well and truly into autumn,      
particularly looking outside today. 
 
Like much of West Auckland we certainly 
sustained some significant storm     
damage in the recent blast with many 
trees down, a pergola that had a very 
definite lean upon it and a Sky dish that 
was dangling by a wire from the roof.  

Tony & Diane Powell 

Thankfully power was only out for about 11 hours, not like some people who put up 
with 11 days without power and the pergola and Sky dish have been fixed. The 
downed trees are steadily succumbing to the chainsaw and tractor as I get them 
cleared from the garden and the farm. One good point is that we have an abundance 
of firewood and if any members want some, please do not hesitate to make contact. 
 
The news in late March of the very sudden death of Harvey Wade, came as a massive 
shock personally and to the wider club community and our continued thoughts are 
with Linda, Richard and Allister and the entire extended family as they still come to 
terms with the loss of Harvey.   
 
The huge attendance at Harvey’s funeral from the club attests to the esteem with 
which he was held within the club and I know was very much appreciated by Linda, 
Richard and Allister.  
 
This year the club tried something different by incorporating the judging of club cars 
for the awarding of prizes, as a part of the All Ford Day, as opposed to running our 
own standalone event as in past years. 
 
While the weather was perfect for the day, sadly the number of entries was down, 
and whether that was solely due to the different style of event (being a part of      
another show and outdoor versus indoor) or was just a continuation of the reduced    
numbers of members who have been willing to put up their cars for judging over 
many years now, is difficult to say. 
 
One thing I am pleased about is that as a committee and club we were prepared to at 
least “give it a go”, because without actually trying this format there was no way of 
telling whether we were onto a winner or we weren’t.  
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Following the event there was much discussion at committee level and on the members 
FaceBook page about the pros and cons of not only this specific format, but of what 
the purpose is of the club showing cars full stop.  
 
Thank you to all of the members who took part in the show and contributed their 
thoughts and ideas on the subject, and please others who may not be on FaceBook or 
aren’t comfortable expressing your thoughts in a meeting format, do not hesitate to 
make contact with me individually to let me know what you think, because whatever 
option the committee decides upon for 2019, we are determined that we want to 
achieve the following:  
 
 A well patronised event from members putting their cars forward for judging 
 An event that at the very worst breaks even financially and is most importantly not a 

drain upon club finances 
 A fun day primarily for the club membership and whether this extends to, or        

requires the general publics involvement to make that happen is probably the point 
most open for debate. 

 
By now members will have received an email outlining the timetable leading up to the 
Club AGM on 4th

 July 2018. While all of the club executive positions become vacant it is 
great to see that a number of the current committee are intending to seek re-election, 
we will however be looking for a new Vice President, Pony Express Editor and 3 com-
mittee members. 
 
One of the best ways in which you can help to guide the direction of your club is to be 
involved in the decision making processes, and the best way you can be involved in the 
decision making process is to be a part of them, as a committee member.   
 
Personally having served on committee for 5 years, while there has been work involved, 
it has also been immensely satisfying to be practically involved in making things      
happen. 
 
The committee will be putting forward, at this years AGM, remits to make amendments 
to the club rules in relation to Life Memberships as well as the introduction of a new 
club membership category and renaming of another as well as a proposal to create a 
Club Policy and Procedures Manual.  
 
The purpose of a formalised Club Policy and Procedure Manual is to provide future 
committees with guidelines for all club activities and executive decisions, adding      
definition and practical interpretation to the club rules.   
 
Certainly looks like we are going to be in for a wet ANZAC run to Waiuku, but       
thankfully the events are indoors so the weather will have little impact. 
 
Look forward to catching up with you at upcoming events or the next club night. 
 
Tony 
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AMOC Members Facebook 

Got a story or a picture of a recent trip?  
 
Don’t be shy, post them up and you 
might get published. 
 
Check out all our members’ post on Face-
Book 
 
>> Search for AMOC Members >> Send 
a request to join and we will respond to 
you asap 

Got a story or a picture of a recent trip? 

might get published.

a request to join and we will respond to 
you asap
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Month 
2018 Club 
Nights 

2018 Events 

April 4
th

 8
th

 AllFord Day / AMOC Car Show Smales Farm 

    7
th

 Classics at Ohope 

    15
th

 National Mustang Day Run 

    29th Anzac TriClub Run to Waiuku 

    25
th

 Anzac Day 

May 2
nd

 13
th

 Wild Wheels Waiuku 

June 6
th

 3
rd

 Warbirds at Ardmore  

  4
th 

Parked up out West 

  10
th

 Annual Fish & Chip Run 

July 4
th 

 4
th

 Club AGM 

  14
th

 Club Dinner / Awards Night 

Event Calendar 2018  
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Product Price Comment 

      

Nitro Shirt Mens  $       55.00  

Standard Embrodiery (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on 
Rear 

Nitro Shirt Ladies  $       55.00  

Nitro Contrast Panel Jacket  $     100.00  

Flash Polo (Mens)  $       40.00  

Flash Polo (Ladies)  $       40.00  

Flash Polo (Kids)  $       40.00  

Vibe T Shirt Round Neck (Ladies Only)  $       35.00  
Standard Screen Print (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on the 
Rear Vibe T Shirt V Neck (Ladies Only)  $       35.00  

Fleece Vest (Mens)  $       50.00  
Standard Embrodiery (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on 
Rear Fleece Vest (Ladies)   $       50.00  

Dri Gear Spliced Zenith Tee (Kids)  $       35.00  

Standard Screen Print (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on the 
Rear 

Dri Gear Spliced Zenith Tee (Adults)  $       35.00  

Dri Gear Raglan Tee (Mens)  $       35.00  

Dri Gear Raglan Tee (Ladies)  $       35.00  

Glacier Puffa Jacket  $     100.00  
Standard Embrodiery (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on 
Rear Frontier Puffa Vest  $       55.00  

Nitro Sports Caps  $       20.00  
Standard Embrodiery (Club 
Emblem on Front)  

      

Extra's Price Comment 

Extra Embroidery Front or Rear (Small)  $         5.00  Same size as the standard club 
Logo 

Extra Embroidery Front or Rear (Large)  $       10.00  

AMOC 2017 Apparel 
To place an order, contact Margaret Mudgway at 0272019918  
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GLACIER PUFFA JACKET FRONTIER PUFFA VEST 

DRI GEAR PLAIN TEE 

DRI GEAR SPLICED    
ZENITH TEE 

FLASH SNAG RESISTANT 
BIZ COOL POLO 

MICROFLEECE PLAIN 
VEST 

V NECK COTTON 
STRETCH TEE 

VIBE COTTON STRETCH TEE 

NITRO CONTRAST  
PANEL SHIRT 

NITRO CONTRAST  PANEL 
JACKET 
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Galaxy of Cars 
18 March 2018 

Just a short note on the Galaxy of Cars, 18
th

 March 2018, hats off to the Lions club 

for another great event.  Our AMOC display consisted of a variety of 6 cars turning 

up for this event from the club (I thought we may have had more on display, but 

there were a lot of other events on over the same weekend). We were unexpectedly 

supported on the next site by 3 Mustangs from the Muscle car club (their only turn 

out) so in all there were 9 Mustangs lined up for the show on the inner grassed    

circle of Western Springs stadium. The forecast had been for showers but thankfully 

no rain at all and a great day was had by those attending. 
 
After parking the cars, and a quick wipe down, the gazebo was erected under the 

direction of Tony and John.  We are all of the opinion that Tony should put a       

tow-bar on the Mustang to take the place of the now sold club van. I do not know 

how that boot can hold all of that gear...must be a magician... a new DYNAMO in the 

making. 
 
We all enjoyed the day with chatter and wandering around the display of treasured 

vehicles and stalls (some of these stalls goods were really bad). I would have         

recycled some of this in the trash. 
 
This one guy in the swap meet section was quite intriguing with the ingenuity of 

being able to think up different ideas to be transformed from old vehicle,              

motorcycle parts and other items to be welded together to make an interesting  

array of animals and objects. 
 
Tony was quite taken up with all of the offerings at the swap meet and I am really 

surprised that he did not purchase the “HORSE” for his farm entrance. (It would have 

made a great statement especially from Diane!!)     
 
The three winning cars for the day were as follows 
 1

st
 place a 1957 Buick Roadmaster, with matching luggage 

 2nd Place a 1930 Vauxhall  (no photo) 
 3

rd
 Valiant Pacer with 6 pack (no photo) 

Contributed by Cliff Mitchell 
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Line up of cars at Galaxy of Cars 

The show-winning car: 1957 Buick Roadmaster  

1930 Chrysler Phaeton  1909 Rover with all original tools 
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Kia ora. My name is Te Taka      
Keegan and the following is my 
experience of attending the Land 
Speed NZ event at Reporoa on the 
8

th
 of April 2018. 

 
Background & Motivation 
Although I was brought up on a 
farm I would not consider myself a 
petrol head. My wife Ari is similar, 
she has a background driving, but 
isn’t an avid motor sports enthusi-
ast. That changed somewhat in 
2016 when Ari and I had the op-

We purchased a 2017 model, it has a 5.0 litre V8 Coyote motor, with 435 horsepower 
and it has an automatic transmission. It is painted Ruby Red and while it has some     
exterior upgrades (mufflers, spoiler, tinted windows, number plate) the motor is         
unmodified. We joined the local Mustang Owners Club and met a whole lot of good 
people who are Mustang enthusiasts.  
 
When we brought the car we decided we were going to drive it as much as we could. It 
is our only car, so we pretty much have to anyway. We have taken it around the South 
Island and most weekends we are driving it somewhere in the North Island. With all the 
travelling that we have done we have always wondered, how fast can our Muzzie really 
go? It is difficult, and illegal, to test this out on the motorways in the Waikato. Both Ari 
and I have reached around 200kms on the track in Taupō, but have then had to brake for 
the corner at the end of the straight. So how fast can our Muzzie really go? 

Landspeed New Zealand 
Contributed by Te Taka 
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When we heard about a Land Speed NZ event, it was the perfect opportunity to    
answer this question. 5.7kms of straight road with an official speed test over 1/4mile 
right in the middle.  

Arrival on the day 
We had to get up early, to leave at 5am to get to Goudies Road by 7:00am. I had 
been pretty much nervous about this event for the week leading up to it. And the 
nerve level only heightened when we got there.  It was great to meet the race      
organisers, register and hear all the safety arrangements at the briefing. A really nice 
bunch of guys running a professional event, with safety the prime concern, and then 
having a hell of a lot of fun the 2

nd
 criteria.  

 
There were around 30 vehicles there, broken into two groups, each group consisting 
of 2/3s bikes and 1/3 cars. Most of the other riders/drivers appeared well versed at 
this, and knew what they were doing. To say that I was a novice at this would be an 
understatement. My racing equipment consisted of a new pair of welding overalls 
($80), an old pair of cycling gloves and a new $100 helmet that was scrutinised and 
met the required safety standards.  
 
As I was in Group 2, Ari and I got a chance to watch from the side lines while Group 
1 had the first run. We went over to the fence by the road, and were totally amazed 
at the speeds those vehicles went racing by at. A couple of nervous toilet stops and I 
was as ready as I was ever going to be. 

Run One 
There were butterflies in my stomach and my heart was racing on arrival to the venue 
and this only intensified as our group were called for our first run. I was vehicle 6 of 
about 15 and I saw my hand shaking a little as we starting lining up to exit the pit 
area. The pit area was just a place in a paddock where everyone had parked,         
unloaded, and set up their gears. Following the others in my group to the start point 
I had absolutely no idea on what I was in for. But I thought, oh well, I am here now, I 
might as well give it a good shake. 
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Each run consisted of two drives, one from South to North and the other from 
North to South. Pre-race advice was to not go over 200km/h on the first pass and 
not go over 250km/h on the 2

nd
 pass. This was to give you an opportunity to test 

out the road. Never having raced or driven in any speed event before I thought this 
was sound advice so attempted to follow it.  

I watched the first car, and 4 bikes go in front of me then I was motioned up to the 
start line. I remember thinking, ‘Jesus, it’s all on now!’  I put the Muzzie in Sports 
Mode, I got the all clear, and put my foot down, but a little too heavily as there was 
some wheel spin. So I eased off a bit then sped up to 100km/h, 150km/h and then 
200km/h. With all the excitement everything was feeling good, so as I got to the 
timing section I put my foot down a little more and raced through the timing      
section at around 215kms. I was surprised in the run as I did have to hold the car 
on the road more than I had expected to. It wasn’t simply a matter of pointing the 
steering wheel and putting the foot down, you do have to hold the car on the road 
too. Part of this was due to the road, although very straight with little contour it 
was a country road with some very minor undulations. It wasn’t as smooth as some 
of the motorways or race tracks that I have previously travelled (somewhat) fast on. 
 
When I got to the end of the timing area I took my foot off the accelerator and let 
the car reduce speed without braking.  I noted that the car slowed down, on its 
own with still about 1.5 km of braking road left. So certainly no need to use brakes 
when coming down from 200+kms. At the end of the run the marshals showed me 
where to pull up, beside the other vehicles, while we waited for the rest of the     
drivers in our group to complete their run. Walter, who had ridden just before me, 
came up to me and asked me how it went. I am not sure if I gave a sensible answer, 
I was still freaking a little bit. I did notice at the time that there was a great         
camaraderie amongst the other ‘need for speed freaks’.   

[1
st
 official time:  217.44km/h]  
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On the 2nd pass I decided to hit 250km/h. I got a clean start, no wheel spin, ramping 
it up to 200km/h, then I put my foot to the floor. I held on tight to the steering 
wheel and concentrated on keeping the car in the middle of the road. I took a     
momentarily glance, with my eyes only, at the speed on the radar detector and it 
said 242. But when I glanced back to the middle of the road that momentary shift 
of focus, at that speed, scared the heebie-jeebies out of me! Again, another pre-
race advice was to focus on the road in the far distance; by checking out your 
speedos you are not doing this, and for a novice like me that makes it more dan-
gerous. I instantly resolved not to look at my dials while going full tit again. As I 
sped along I used peripheral vision to note when I had gone past the start time 
marker and stop time marker. In my peripheral vision I saw a bunch of people and 
cars to my right, I figured it was the pit area, so removed my foot from the          
accelerator and started to reduce speed. Then I came up to another bunch of     
people and cars to my right, this was the real pit area, the other area was the timing 
area, I had reduced speed too soon. Dammit! 
 
At the end of the run I talked to some of the other guys and some had made a    
similar error, beginning too slow down too early. When travelling at those speeds it 
is difficult to tell where the timing area starts and stops. I resolved on my next run 
to go faster for longer. Still what a rush. My heart rate was ridiculously high and 
remained that way all the way back to the pit area. 

[2nd official time:  234.44km/h] 

 

...to be continued…. 
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All Ford Day 
8 April 2018 

Contributed by Tony Powell 

This year’s event was held on Sunday 8
th

 April 2018, at the now regular venue of the 
Smales Farm Business Park carpark, the feature being celebrating 50 years of the 
Ford Escort. 
 
Thankfully, given the weather events of only a few days later, it was perfect for the 
day which meant there was a steady crowd of other Ford owners, whose cars were 
on display, and general public who took part in the event. 
 
The club tried something different this year, choosing not to hold our own specific 
carshow, but rather judge those cars that were entered from the club for judging as 
a part of this event.   
 
As to whether the club uses this particular show or does something different in 
2019, has already been discussed elsewhere in this edition, suffice to say the club 
achieved its objective of judging cars of owners, who wanted their cars judged, put 
on a good display as part of the overall event and had an opportunity to talk with 
members of the public about the cars and the club. 
 
Thank you to all of the club members who bought their cars along for the day,    
particularly to those members who put their cars forward for judging. Being one of 
the judges, (there is a first time for everything), I got to really appreciate just how 
much work and effort people put into their cars to have them looking just right on 
the day. 
 
Thank you also to those who donned High Viz vests and were a part of the judging 
team for the day, and to Daphne Frigault and Diane Powell who were performing 
the all important collation of results.  
 
Final a big thank you to Graeme Townley our club representative on the All Ford 
Show organising committee and to Ken Smith and Craig Borland and Dianna Bang 
for the organisation of the judging categories, judges and the “on ground”           
organisation on the day. 
 
The full results of the judging and the presentation of awards will take place at the 
club Gala Dinner on Saturday 14

th
 July 2018. 
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A 4,500k road trip, 4 race tracks, fabulous South Island scenery mixed some     
superb weather, what an adventure. Teretonga, Highlands Park, Levels and      
Ruapuna arguably some of the best race tracks in New Zealand.  On race day, I x 
practice and 6 x races per day per track, that’s one whole seasons racing.  Life just 
cannot get any better. 
 
We headed out of Auckland and drove straight to Wellington for the first night 
before a stunning morning crossing across Cooks Strait.   From here our plan was 
to stay with friends in Havelock in the Marlborough Sounds for a couple of nights 
before heading to Christchurch.  On our way to Christchurch via Kaikoura we    
received a phone call to say that SH 1 was closed and that the inner road via 
Springs Junction and the Lewis Pass was also closed.  Thanks Cyclone Gita.  Back 
to our friends place for another night.  The next morning dawned sunny so a 
change of plan, off to Nelson and finally onto Christchurch.  We had a week     
visiting friends and family then off again directly to Invercargill.  Here we meet up 
with a number of fellow competitors at our hotel.   Next morning we all took off 
to the Richardson Motor Museum for the day.  Yes, all day, even our wives stayed 
all day!!  Wow what a fabulous facility, absolutely world class, and I have visited 
some of the best in the US and the UK over the past few years. 
 

Friday dawned fine, we hooked the trailer up and headed out to the race track to 

meet up Gary & Raewyn from Playday and 65 other cars at the Teretonga      

Raceway.  

 

All the competitors were arranged into 4 groups: 
1. Prestige: 2 Ferrari 488, Ferrari 599, Walkinshaw Commodore, Focus RS, a couple 

of Porsche GT 3’s and a Lamborghini Gallardo. 
2. Porsche: this group had various late model Porsche plus 2 Renault Megane’s. 
3. Race cars: this included MG, Escorts, Hondas, older 911, Mazda, Viva GT,    

Toyota’s, BMW’s, Nissans and 2 Evo 10’s. 
4. Sports Cars: Juno, Beatties, Cobra and other various sports cars 
 
We had a blast that first day, competition was healthy and no one was going to 

be ”that guy”.  You know the one, that guy who had the spin, a big off or 

slammed the wall.   Teretonga is an interesting track with fast sweeping corners 

and a long back straight - that left sweeper at the end commands lots of respect. 

South Island Trip ‘Playday’ ‘18 
Contributed by Ken Smith 
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Next day was a casual drive up to Cromwell via Gore, Roxburgh, Alexandra (a 
compulsory visit to the airport at Alexandra to get 100ltrs Avgas) and onto    
Cromwell.   Sunday was Highlands, arguably the best track in NZ.  I really enjoy        
Highlands, it is fast, very technical and needs to be treated with huge amounts of 
respect – lots of concrete walls.  Once you have learnt the track the racing is very 
rewarding and lots of fun.  Late afternoon all cars were put back on their trailers in 
one piece and no one was “that guy”.   Highlands on a good day is superb venue 
with a fantastic mountain backdrop and bright blue skies.   This track is absolutely 
world class and is a credit to TQ and the other visionaries. 
 
We had a couple of days of RnR  in Wanaka and I spent one of those days back at 
Highlands doing a 9 lap track experience in a Hayabusa powered Radical 
sportscar thanks to a birthday gift from my fabulous family.  That was an          
experience – wings, slicks and paddle shifts.  I was nervous for a start but after 2 
laps it was hammer down and go as hard as possible.  Thanks to Andrew Waite 
my instructor, he just let me go hard. 
 
Onto Timaru and Levels Raceway.  Well it was 8 degrees and heavy rain all the 
way from Wanaka through the Lindis Pass, to Tekapo and onto Timaru – nice.  
Next day Timaru dawned fine and sunny for another days racing.  All the cars had 
to go through scrutineering here which presented no problems.  Levels is a club 
circuit established 50 years ago.   It is a tighter track which winds inside itself, has 
a long back straight and again must be treated with respect.   Again another 6 
races, 3 in the morning session and 3 in the afternoon, all competitive and heaps 
of fun.   At the end of the day all the cars were put back on their trailers for the 2 
hour drive back to Christchurch on what must be one of the most policed roads in 
NZ. 
 
Ruapuna was track number 4 of this adventure and for me personally one of the 
most challenging and enjoyable tracks in NZ.  This track is very technical, lots of 
interesting corners but it flows well with enough straight tarmac to obtain good 
straight-line speed.  Coming off pole position for the day the Escort was rung out 
keeping ahead of the opposition.   
After another hectic days racing all the cars were back on their trailers again and 

most cases in one piece.   Yes, we had “that guy” but what happens on race day 

stays on race day.  All too soon this fantastic adventure was over.   That night we 

all enjoyed some great fellowship at the Raceway Hotel with lots of laughter, 

heaps of awesome photos and some great stories of our adventures on these 4 

great tracks.    
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A couple of more days spent in Christchurch before we headed to Kaikoura for 
some more RnR.   Trish’s brother owns a farm at the back of Kaikoura so we spent 
4 days exploring their playground - 4,500 acres of mountainous country thrashing 
around tracks in 4WD Suzukis.   We also flew over their neighbour (David Dicker) 
privately owned race rack in the Waiau Valley in Rob’s helicopter.  There are two 
tracks at this complex, the original narrow circuit that snakes around and down the 
river valley, and the full-blown 12-metre wide x 2.8k version that borders the public 
road.  This is a mirror image of the track at Teretonga but in reverse.  This guy    
purchased the 2011 model Lotus 125 “F1 customer experience” race cars from Lo-
tus in the UK, complete with a screaming 650bhp Cosworth V8 engine. Once fully 
developed in house these cars will be known in the future as the Rodin FZED the 
worlds fastest road racing car and will be available for sale and/or race on this pri-
vate track.   Check out the article on the Autocar website. 
 
Back home for a couple of days and then it was off again to the 2018 Beach Hop at 

Whangamata.  That’s another story for another time. 
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How-To Guide:  

Wheels Off  Wheel Treatment 

Contributed by Christopher Ng @ United Car Care 

Cleaning wheels thoroughly can often be an easy done but overlooked part of car-detailing. 
Most of us would be happy with a quick clean on the faces and be away laughing. However, 
wheel care, alongside with the rest of detailing a car should not be rushed but done thor-
oughly and carefully. In this article we will be demonstrating a full wheels-off detail on a Ford 
Ranger, providing a step-by-step guide on proper technique and chemicals used to achieve 
this.  

For this process we will need: 
1. Jack + Stands – We used a heavy-duty jack and stands to safely lift and support the weight 

of the Ranger to take the wheels off.  
 
2. Wheel cleaner – We needed a quality wheel cleaner to rid the wheel of brake dust and 

grime – ideally an iron filing remover to react with the brake dust. We used trusty Dragons 
Breath to achieve this.  

 
3. All-Purpose Cleaner – The tyres are one of the most neglected parts of the car in the wash 

process. We used ValetPRO All-Purpose Cleaner with a chemical resistant brush to scrub 
the dirt off the tyre.  

 
4. Tar remover – Most of the time tar embeds itself into the surface and barrels of the wheel. 

We used Trucker’s Pride De-Tar as an effective way to remove tar spots from the wheel.  
 
5. Sealant – After the wheel is fully decontaminated we need a quality sealant to provide    

protection, water & dirt resistance and shine. Menzerna Power Lock was our sealant of 
choice due to it’s longevity and effectiveness.  



25 

 

1. Wheel Removal 
 
Using the jack, jack stands and lugnut 
remover – safely jack the car up on the 
stands and remove the wheel. We placed 
the lugnuts on a microfibre cloth to     
prevent them rolling around the floor and 
scratching. 

2. Wheel Washing 
 
Ensure the wheels are cool to the 
touch. Rinse with high pressure water 
first to lower the wheel temperature 
and rinse off the loose layer of grime; 
both on the tyres and wheel faces & 
inner barrels. While we recommend a 
water blaster generally a high-
pressure hose will also do the trick. 
NB: Be careful where you are choos-
ing to detail the wheels and the type 
of wheels. On these Ranger wheels 
the tyres were chunky enough to give 
plenty of protection from the painted 
surface whereas some wheels will 
have lips which protrude the tyres – 
and resting these sorts of wheels 
against concrete could cause nasty 
scratches or chips. Placing down a 
cardboard box or towel first is highly 

Spray the wheel cleaner liberally on the 
wheel making sure the heavily soiled areas 
are covered. With Dragons Breath we 
waited for the iron reaction to turn purple 
and run – about 3-5 mins. It is important 
to not rinse off the product before it fully 
reacts with the brake dust. Make sure you 
read the instructions of your wheel cleaner 
carefully; as some products recommend 
different dwell times which can determine 
whether your wheels are not only cleaned 
effectively but also safely. Tip: We recom-
mend using a pH Neutral cleaner instead 
of an acid based one. 
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Using a wheel brush, wash mitt or microfibre 
agitate the product to help loosen the dirt/brake 
dust, paying special attention to the badly soiled 
areas. Rinse off with the water blaster or hose 
and the wheel should be completely clean! Any 
stubborn areas might need another round of 
product to break down the remaining grime. If 
the wheels haven’t been deep cleaned in a while 
it is not uncommon for them to require two or 
three rounds of product and scrubbing to 
achieve the right result. 

Turn wheel over to barrel side and repeat steps using a larger barrel brush to scrub the barrels. 
While the Dragons Breath is reacting, you can use the opportunity to clean the tyres on the inside 
too (especially for those of you taking vehicles to judging events). Taking your All-purpose cleaner, 
spray around the tyre and scrub with a tough brush. The product will foam up and pull the dirt out 
of the tyre surface (a little elbow grease and multiple goes might be needed for heavily soiled 
tyres). You should be able to see the grime turning brown as it is pulled from the tyre. Rinse off well 
with a water blaster.  

3. Wheel Decontamination 
 
Now that the wheels are washed we need 
to make sure that it is rid of tar and any 
sort of contaminants that may have em-
bedded itself into the wheel. It is important 
to dry the wheels and tyres (inside and out) 
using an air blower or wipe down with a 
clean, dry microfibre cloth.  
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The Ranger wheel had quite a few tar spots embedded in the barrels, so we took to it with 
Trucker’s Pride De-tar. Spray on and leave the tar to dissolve and break down. For large 
chunks you should be able to dislodge them with a microfibre towel and a bit of light    
pressure – other small spots can be rubbed off with the microfibre cloth. This type of tar 
remover is solvent based so works extremely easily; however, care should be taken on    
delicate wheel surfaces. If in doubt always do a small test patch first. Fact: Truckers Pride is 
a New Zealand made product! 
 
4. Polishing The Wheels 
These Ranger wheels were in great condition once cleaned; so we opted not to polish this 
time around. For painted wheels it is a great idea at this stage to give them a light hand 
polish with a quality paint polish and foam applicator or microfibre cloth. This will reduce 
minor scratches, restore shine and clean away any remaining contamination. NB: Don’t 
polish with a compound that is too heavy as wheels tend to not have paint as thick as your 
bodywork – care should be used. For raw metal wheels you can use a metal polish at this 
stage prior to the next step. Tip: Unsure if your metal wheels are clear coated or not? If you 
rub them with a metal polish and the cloth turns black they are raw alloy – if the cloth 
doesn’t turn black they will be clear coated; in which case paint polish should be used, not 
metal polish. 
 
5. Finally Add Protection 
Now that the wheel is completely decontaminated and polished we need to prepare the 
surface for a sealant to properly bond to the surface. To ensure the wheel is completely    
oil-free and there is no residue from the tar remover we used Gyeon Prep, which is an   
effective isopropyl alcohol based cleaner. Simply spray on and wipe off with a clean       
microfibre. This is an optional step but ensures the wheel surface is completely stripped for 
effective sealing.  
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For this exercise we used Menzerna Power Lock Sealant because of the ease of application and 
effectiveness. For even more protection and water and dirt repellancy, there are hard coatings 
such as Gyeon Rim which as designed specifically for wheels (heat resistant) and lasts up to 
12months or more.  
 
Squeeze 2-3 drops of sealant onto a foam applicator and spread evenly onto the face of the 
wheel, applying even coverage. A little goes a long way with the product being a                  
polymer-based formula but if the product dries up use a little more. Turn wheel over and apply 
thoroughly to the inner barrels. After about 20 minutes wipe off the excess with a clean       
microfibre cloth. Tip: For added protection repeat this process to add more layers. Your wheels 
are now coated and ready to go! 

To complete the process, we dressed and protected the tyres with Gyeon Tire – quite possibly 
the best tyre coating we have come across. Now simply reattach the wheels to the vehicle 
making sure to correctly torque the nuts before driving away. Congratulations, you have     
completed a full wheels-off detail! 
making sure to correctly torque the nuts before driving away. Congratulations, you have     

 
 
As always; if you have any more detailing related questions feel free to get in touch. Whether 
its products, techniques or just general advice – we’re here to help! 
 
Brought to you by Sam, Chris and Christian at United Car Care. www.unitedcarcare.co.nz  
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RotoVegas Here We Come 
2 - 4 March 2018 

Contributed by Darryl-Anne Lynn 

Our weekend began on Friday with rain greeting us as we drove to the Caltex 
station in Bombay. This has been the theme of one or two Mustang events 
lately. At Bombay a superb lineup of Cars got ready to run and the weather 
cleared. We all had a pleasant drive down to Waharoa where we ate lunch at 
the Kamai Cheese Café. That in itself was an experience with delicious cabinet 
food and a variety of delicious cheeses to sample plus gourmet pantry items.
 
Next it was onto Rotorua, driving in a convoy as much as we could.  We 
reached the Four Canoes late afternoon and with some trepidation, due to the 
reading of recent reviews made our way to our rooms. Sighs of relief were 
heard, as the majority of rooms were clean and welcoming.  
 
Later that day various groups had drinks together and dinner and some made 
it to Philipa’s and Bruce’s evening drinks and nibbles , which from all accounts 
was a delight.  
 
Rotorua presented us with a faultless day, clear skies and sunshine on Saturday 
morning. 
 
We began with a wonderful breakfast at the Terrace Café and then gradually 
people  moved away to enjoy a variety of activities , A ride in a Sea plane over 
Lakes and Mt Tarawera,  Kuirau Thermal Park & Market or  Ohinemutu Marae, 
Village & Church. At 10am we assembled and drew a lot of attention at the 
Coastguard Car Park.  Motors roaring we began our Run to Waimangu Thermal 
Valley passing through Government Gardens, and then through picturesque 
countryside till we arrived at Waimangu Thermal Valley. 
 
Once again excellent organisation by our hosts allowed us to park safely in a 
roped off area. Felt a bit bad for the visitors centre as for a while most of the 
tourists were outside viewing the Mustangs and taking photos. 
 
At Waimangu we had the option of a boat ride or a walk. Both were excellent 
and extremely picturesque. Lunch was at the café then we began our run to 
Orakei Korako, stopping to view some active mudpools on the way. 
 
A brief icecream stop at Orakei Korako which was very pretty and peaceful, an 
opportunity for a group photo, then onto Peter Philips Atiamuri Shed. 
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The word”Shed”didn’t do it justice. His philosphy seemed to be aiming for the stars 
and reaching them. Everywhere you looked, the collection of Hot Rodcars and 
trucks and  a mesmerising collection of memorabillia not to mention  his custom 
built Kenworth trucks were finished to a enviable standard.  
 
A highlight for some were climbing up into the cabins of the huge Kenworths , 
completed very ably by Daphane less ably by others. 
 
Peter also finds time to give back to the community with our gold coin donation 
going towards training dogs to help with children who have disabilities ,such as 
those with Autism. These dogs make a huge difference to the childrens lives. 
Late afternoon we travelled back to Rotorua, time for a rest then ready to party. 
At 7-30pm we took the Gondala up to partake in the StratosphereBuffet dinner. 
This was a magnificent buffet , huge variety and most of us overindulged. At the 
end of the evening those that could still move went with Philipa and Bruce to the 
Redwood forest. Hopefully someone can send photos in of that as we didn’t quite 
make it. 
 
On Sunday people made their own way back home. A truly memorable weekend, a 
lovely bunch of people, great runs and a wide variety of interesting, scenic         
activities. 
Extremely worthwhile for newer members who can now enlarge their circle of     
familiar faces. 
 
Huge thanks to Philipa, Bruce and John for pulling everything together and making 
it a memorable visit. 
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The day began with steady rain, which seems to happen lately with our Mustang 
runs. First stop was on the North Shore to view a private car collection of Bruce   
Anderson’s (CRC Speedshow director). Much appreciated was the excellent coffee 
made available by Bruce when we arrived.  We viewed a small variety of well-
presented, interesting cars. A Los Angeles Police car which is often used in movies, a 
69 Mach One,  a Chev and a  retro bar along with a retro black patented leather 
look couch, caught everyone’s attention. A very well set up man cave. A pleasant 
start to the day, made even better by the rain stopping as we headed to the    
Sculptureum in Matakana.  
 
The Sculptureum was a vision bought to fruition by Anthony Grant a Auckland   
Lawyer. He states in his book that Sculptureum is a combination of sculpture and 
museum. His works are primarily 3D whether they be sculpture or art. It was created 
to unlock the imagination and feed the soul.  Works in the garden and are made 
from a variety of materials, many rooms in the garden have names such as the   
Natural garden, The reflective garden, Leaping Whale Lane, The music garden to 
name a few.  
 
By the time we arrived there, our numbers had grown, people and cars travelling 
from as far away as Whangarei.  A great turnout with the colourful, mustangs      
provided an interesting backdrop to the entrance of the Scultpureum. 
 
Upon entering the Sculptureum we were all transfixed by the beautiful Palms and 
immaculate gardens. As we ventured further it felt a little like being in Alice in   
Wonderland as around every corner our eyes were mesmerized and our senses 
overloaded by the many creative sculptures, water features, plants and animals. 
Beautiful bronze sculptures of Mark Twain and a girl on a swing , a boy doing a 
handstand , caught your attention as you moved through the gardens. 
 
Children were not forgotten, sculptures of a giraffe family, giant whales and        
elephants assembled from pieces of driftwood, a marvelous playground for a group 
of rabbits, aptly named Rabbiton , a giant plastic dandelion created from buckets 
and enormous, brightly coloured, lifelike meercats , rabbits  and snails made from 
recycled plastic encouraged further exploration.  
 
  

Sculptureum Run  

Contributed by Darryl-Anne Lynn 

15 April 2018 
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Just when you felt you were in sensory overload, the pathway draws  you to the 
Art gallery or Museum as Anthony Grant calls it. A variety of rooms with different 
themes , an eclectic mix of stunning art pieces in a variety of  styles.  
 
A group of us were lucky enough to be accompanied by Anthony Grant who   
explained why he had purchased many of the pieces and gave us background 
information on the techniques and materials used,  stating that a number of  
pieces were made from recyclable materials. His commentary further enhanced 
our enjoyment of this part of the Sculptureum. 
 
Anthony Grant hopes that through exposure to Art people’s lives might be   
transformed and on seeing the inventiveness might be inspired to embark on 
new initiatives. I believe many of us were inspired and our imaginations unlocked 
as we walked through the Sculptureum. 
 
Reluctant to leave, but hearing the call of the Mustang roar we departed to  
Omaha for a boot lunch. We provided an interesting backdrop in a park near the  
beach which had been organized by our hosts “The Omaha Crew.” Plenty of 
shade, a coffee cart which also served ice cream made for a very pleasant      
stopover.  
 
The sound of bagpipes filled the air as one of our members was found to have a 
birthday so was serenaded by Cam and we all joined in to sing Happy Birthday. 
 
Just as lunch was drawing to a close, those of us who were interested were      
invited to view a colourful display of parrots at Ian And Tom Millers place.  
For some of us this meant the day kept getting better as we admired a variety of 
colourful, friendly, character filled parrots and even got to pat and feed deer  
This spur of the moment visit was a definite bonus for the animal lovers amongst 
us. 
 
A truly outstanding day, huge thanks to our organisers , Dianna and Craig and 
the Omaha crew. Many of us will be wanting another trip back to the           
Sculptureum I’m sure, as it is a truly remarkable, world class experience. 
 
For those of you who haven’t tried a Mustang run, think about joining us next 
time, its always a great day, wonderful to see all the Mustangs which create quite 
a show when they are all parked up, you meet great people and visit places that 
certainly enrich your lives. 



36 

 



37 

 



38 

 



39 

 



40 

 



41 

 



42 

 

List and sell with us and we will give the AMOC 
member a generous discount and a donation to the 

club. 
 

For more information call  
John Dorking on 0275 582 948 or email me  

 
john@papakuraprofessionals.co.nz  
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Car Show / Gala Dinner Sponsors 

AMOC will like to thank and recognise the following sponsors for their      
generous  support at the Car Show and Gala Dinner events: 
  
Naming Rights Sponsor (Gala Dinner) and Gold Sponsor ($1000) 
CTB Performance 
  
Silver Sponsors ($500) 
Classic American Restoration Services (CARS) 
Willow Gully Murray Greys 
  
Bronze Sponsors ($250) 
Ford New Zealand 
OCD/United Car Care 
The Gold Card Lunch Group (some 25 plus members of the club who join us 
during our Tuesday club runs) 
  
Other Sponsors ($100) 
Car Colors North Shore 
You-ll Say Wow Carpet Cleaning Services 
  
We would also acknowledge the generous contributions made by the 
following parties who provided product/services for our auction: 
 
Protec Automotive Services (Glenfield) 
CRC Industries 
OCD/United Car Care 
Car Colors North Shore 
You-ll Say Wow Carpet Cleaning Services 
Paul Fahey 
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Just a Small Story From the 

History Page 
Contributed by Club Historian, Neville Barton  
I know from the years I have been a member of AMOC, this has never happened before 

and speaking to the only member who has been here from the beginning, He is not 

100% sure and he can not recall this ever happening as well. But it could have. 

This is about a committee position, that sometimes has been hard to find a member to 

take it on. Once Wayne Lack (President) and I (Treasurer) tried to convince a member 

for nearly a month after the AGM to fill this position.    Another time it took us about a 

week. Other times at different AGM's we had to sit there or move on with the AGM and 

then come back to it, until someone put their hand and said "OK I'll do it".   At another 

AGM when Ian Waters was President, he said "We are not going home until we get 

one.”  

Then one time a few weeks prior to the AGM, I was standing for President and I 

thought to myself, "We are not going into this AGM without a nomination already in 

place, in case no one was elected on the night.”   

So I contacted a current committee member and asked if they were interested and   

allow themselves to be nominated. The phone went quiet, I said "Are you there " He 

said "I'm thinking. " He said OK. He was elected, a position he held for two years. 

So two years later at the next AGM, again we had to sit and wait for someone to put 

their hand up. Finally someone put their hand up. (After his wife urged him on). The 

position was filled for another year. 

A year later the AGM was approaching again, I was still President but I was stepping 

down. I didn't want to go into that AGM without a nomination in place. Again I asked 

for nominations at the monthly meeting prior to the AGM, but no takers. Someone 

gave me a name, so I contacted that person. He must have known what I was going to 

ask him. Before I got the words out (No he didn't hang up, he dropped the phone and 

run!)  "Yeah right". He said Yes! That stunned me a bit, I thought "WOW that’s a first". 

Yeah OK moving on with it. At the last AGM in July 2017 we had to vote for this        

position, yes by ballot, two members were nominated for the position of Club           

Secretary. That’s a first time that I can recall.  Anyway that's it. 

© Leo Waters 
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New Members’ Corner 

© Leo Waters 

Darren & Diana Michie 2008 GT 4.6Ltr  White Automatic 
Ian & Nicola Charteris 2010 GT 4.6Ltr Blue Automatic 
Phillip & Christine Crawley 2012 GT Coupe 5Ltr Black Automatic 
Martin & Gail Stevens 2006 GT Convertible 4.6Ltr Red Automatic 
Martin Crocker & Lyndsay Lawrence 2017 GT Convertible 5Ltr Magnetic Automatic

Robert Baker & Maria Franklin 1995 GT Sedan 5Ltr White Automatic 
Peter Davis 2016 Fastback 5Ltr White Automatic 
Kevin & Inge Chappell 1969 Convertible 351  
Martyn Taylor 2007 GT Premium 4.6Ltr Black Automatic 
Gary & Gael Sharp 2010 GT Gold 
Barry & Rosemond Rose 2018 GT Convertible Lightning Blue 

 
We welcome the following new members who have joined  
AMOC in March and April: 
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Hello Arthur, 
how much 

there for me 
mot’a? 

Insuring Your Mustang?  
 

Curious to know what your Mustang might be worth for        
insurance purposes? 

 
Contact either Ken, Wayne or Ross for valuation guidance for 

your vehicle.  
 

Wayne - tirediron@hotmail.com 
 

Ken - ken@carcolors.co.nz 
 

Ross - ross_walker@xtra.co.nz 





September – October 2017

Convention 2017, Hamilton Classic Car 
Museum and Father’s Day at MOTAT




